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Figure  1. 

Haiti’s  1932  Olympics  Essays 

by  F.  BURTON  SELLERS 


iFTY-two  years  ago  Los  Angeles  was  host  to  the  10th  Summer  Olympics  Games,  held 
from  July  30  to  August  14,  1932.  The  United  States  issued  two  stamps  on  June  15  in 

recognition  thereof.  Some  other  countries  also  issued  stamps  in  recognition  of  the 

Games  and  their  participation  therein.  The  number  of  countries  which  released  such  com- 
memorative issues  and  the  total  number  of  stamps  which  resulted  from  these  issues  were 
miniscule  in  comparison  with  the  flood  of  stamps  which  have  appeared  every  four  years  for  all 
the  post-World  War  II  Olympic  Games,  with  this  year’s  23rd  Olympiad  being  no  exception. 

Primarily  to  cater  to  the  topical  and  thematic  collectors,  countries  which  are  neither 
members  of  the  International  Olympics  Group  nor  which  send  athletes  to  participate  in  the 
Games  join  this  unseemly  rush  for  the  collectors’  dollars.  A veritable  cornucopia  of  issues 
cascade  from  the  security  printing  presses  of  the  world  to  grace  the  albums  of  Sports  on 
Stamps  and  Olympics  on  Stamps  specialists. 

For  a moment,  however,  let  us  hark  back  to  one  issue  which  did  not  appear  in  those 
more  halcyon  and  philatelically  conservative  days  of  1932.  The  only  philatelic  evidence  of 
this  aborted  issue  from  Haiti  are  the  few  essays  which  have  reached  collectors’  hands. 

In  1932,  Haiti  was  still  occupied  by  U.S.  Marines  and  the  country’s  customs,  postal, 
banking  and  financial  affairs  were  largely  controlled  by  U.S.  advisors  sent  to  Haiti  for  the 
purpose.  Despite  the  exigencies  of  this  occupation,  which  had  persisted  since  1915,  Haiti  had 
assembled  a small  contingent  of  athletes  who  were  scheduled  to  go  to  Los  Angeles  and  do 
their  utmost  for  the  honor  of  their  country. 

To  help  defray  expenses  of  this  group,  the  Haitian  postal  administration  proposed  to 
overprint  some  of  the  currently  available  stamps  with  a surtax  of  five  or  ten  centimes  de 
gourde,  equivalent  to  one  and  two  U.S.  cents  respectively.  According  to  the  authorizing  de- 
cree, 15  varieties  of  postage  and  airmail  stamps  were  to  be  overprinted  by  hand  and  issued 
on  Saturday,  February  6,  1932.  The  surtax  was  to  go  into  a special  fund  for  the  athletes’ 
travel  and  living  expenses  at  the  games. 
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The  following  were  to  be  overprinted  “Xe  Olympiade”  and  “+0.05”: 

Description 


Scott  number 


Quantity 


310 

3c  1920  Agriculture 

50,000 

313 

15c  1920  Commerce 

50,000 

314 

25c  1920  Commerce 

50,000 

315 

5c  1924  Borno 

50,000 

316 

10c  1924  Citadel 

50,000 

317 

20c  1924  Map 

50,000 

322 

5c  1931  U.P.U. 

50,000 

323 

10c  1931  U.P.U. 

50,000 

the  same 

“Xe  Olympiade”  overprint,  but  with  a 

“ + 0.10”  surtax 

318 

50c  1924  Borno 

20,000 

319 

1G  1924  National  Palace 

20,000 

320 

35c  1928  Coffee 

20,000 

Cl 

25c  1930  Airmail 

30,000 

C2 

50c  1929  Airmail 

30,000 

C3 

75c  1930  Airmail 

20,000 

C4 

1G  1929  Airmail 

20,000 

Figure  2. 

Had  the  stamps  been  issued  and  all  of  them  sold,  the  athletes’  fund  would  have  bene- 
fited to  the  extent  of  36,000  gourdes,  equivalent  to  $7,200.  In  those  depression  days  this 
sum  would  probably  have  adequately  supported  sending  a small  group  of  Haitian  athletes  to 
the  Games. 

Unfortunately  for  the  athletes,  the  U.S.  financial  advisor  objected  to  the  handstamp 
surcharge  and  ruled  that  the  surcharges  must  be  lithographed  by  the  Compagnie  Litho- 
graphique  d’ Haiti  in  Port  au  Prince.  This  was  intended  to  eliminate  the  many  double,  in- 
verted and  other  variety  surcharges  that  inevitably  would  have  occurred  if  the  surcharging 
were  done  by  hand.  The  many  earlier  handstamp  overprints  of  Haiti  (Scott  Numbers 
235-302)  bear  extensive  witness  to  this  inevitability!  Before  this  controversy  could  be  settled, 
time  became  too  short  for  the  issue  to  be  an  effective  fund  raiser  and  the  plan  was  aban- 
doned. What  the  fate  of  the  Haitian  athletes  was  is  not  known  to  the  author.  If  they  did 
participate  in  the  Games,  none  succeeded  in  reaching  the  winner’s  podium. 

Fortunately  for  philatelists,  we  do  have  some  evidence  of  this  planned  issue.  Illustrated 
in  Figure  1 is  a copy  of  the  50c  Borno  stamp  of  1924  (Scott  No.  318)  with  the  two-line  over- 


The  Essay  Proof  Journal  No.  163 


101 


REPU81IQLE  D'HAITI 
AVION 


r£publique  d’haiti 
AVION 


-•X  POSTES  > :* 
CENTIMES  DE  GOURDE 


~*K  p*  o STE  S X*- 
CENTIMES  CE  GOURDE 


REPU8LIOUE  O HAITI 
AMON 


UE  O'HAITI 


Figure  3. 


print  in  blue  “Xe  / Olympiade.”  Similarly  in  Figure  2 we  find  the  two  values  of  the  1931 
U.P.U.  commemorative  set  with  the  identical  overprint  (Scott  Nos.  322  and  323).  The  four 
airmail  values  of  1929-1930  (Scott  Nos.  C1-C4)  with  the  overprint  are  illustrated  in  Figure  3. 
The  U.P.U.  set  was  to  have  also  been  overprinted  “ + 0.05”  and  the  other  five  stamps  to 
have  had  the  “+0.10”  surtax  surcharge.  Apparently  the  surtax  overprint  was  to  be  applied 
in  a separate  operation,  or  the  essays  were  made  before  a decision  was  taken  as  to  the 
amount  of  surtax  each  stamp  was  to  bear. 

All  seven  illustrated  stamps  are  included  in  the  listing  of  the  original  decree  and  are  the 
only  copies  of  these  essays  ever  seen  by  the  author  on  any  of  the  decreed  stamps.  All  were  at 
one  time  in  the  collection  of  Dr.  Clarence  W.  Hennan  of  Chicago,  a former  president  of  The 
Essay-Proof  Society.  The  slight  tilt  and  irregular  position  of  the  overprint  on  the  stamps 
strongly  suggests  that  they  were  overprinted  by  hand.  If  that  is  the  case  it  is  unlikely  that  the 
overprints  were  applied  by  the  Compagnie  Lithographique  d’ Haiti,  but  this  cannot  be  posi- 
tively proven.  The  exact  provenance  of  the  essays  is  not  known. 

What  we  have,  in  any  case,  is  another,  possibly  unique,  philatelic  momento  of  the  1932 
Olympics  — essays  Haitian  style! 
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Additional  Observations  on  the  1979 
ANA  Souvenir  Card 

by  RONALD  L.  HORSTMAN 
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The  1979  ANA  souvenir  card  with  reproduction  of  Exchange  Bank  of  St.  Louis  note. 
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Type  1 note. 


Type  2 note. 


lenn  E.  Jackson’s  article  in  Journal  144  (Fall  1979)  brought  forth  some  interesting 
observations  on  the  then  recently  issued  1979  ANA  souvenir  card.  These  cards  are 

I again  being  offered  for  sale  by  the  American  Numismatic  Society  with  the  total 

number  printed  listed  at  10,000.  Having  examined  several  proofs  and  circulated  notes  of  The 
Exchange  Bank  of  St.  Louis,  the  following  information  is  offered  for  the  readers’  approval: 

Involved  are  four  different  versions  of  the  $10  note,  described  and  illustrated  as  follows: 

1)  The  center  portrait  is  that  of  Lewis  V.  Bogy,  the  bank’s  first  president  and  later  the 
Democratic  United  States  Senator  from  Missouri.  The  left  vignette  is  that  of  “Kate”  and 
the  right  vignette  is  that  of  the  bank  building  at  Third  and  Washington.  The  imprint  of 
Bald,  Cousland  and  Co.  and  the  patent  date  of  June  2,  1857  are  contained  at  the  lower 
border  of  the  note. 

2)  Same  left  and  right  vignette  with  the  center  portrait  changed  to  that  of  Thomas  Jefferson. 
This  change  was  necessitated  when  Lewis  Bogy  resigned  as  bank  president  in  1858.  The 
ABNCo.  monogram  has  been  added  to  reflect  the  April  29,  1858  consolidation  of  seven 
leading  bank  note  companies  including  Bald,  Cousland  and  Company  into  the  American 
Bank  Note  Company. 

3)  Same  left  vignette  and  center  portrait  but  because  of  the  removal  of  the  bank  to  new 
quarters  in  1860,  the  right  vignette  was  replaced  with  that  of  a woman.  Bald,  Cousland 
and  Co.  and  the  patent  date  have  been  removed  and  “American  Bank  Note  Company” 
added  to  the  lower  border.  The  numeral  “6”  has  been  added  to  the  date.  The  upper  left 
and  right  counters  have  been  changed,  as  has  the  border  of  the  center  denomination 
panel.  This  panel  was  made  part  of  the  overprint  plate  and  printed  in  red  rather  than  in 
black  as  on  types  1 and  2. 

4)  The  main  plate  used  to  print  the  ANA  card  appears  to  be  the  original  as  used  with  type  3 
but  the  overprint  seems  to  be  a modern  mistake.  The  red  sunburst  overprint  does  not 
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match  the  shape  of  the  counters  and  extends  beyond  the  borders  of  the  note.  The  color 
also  differs  from  type  3. 

The  May  1860  report  of  the  Missouri  Bank  Commissioner  shows  that  a total  of  $400,000 
worth  of  $10  notes  had  been  delivered  to  the  parent  bank  at  St.  Louis  and  its  branches  at 
Glasgow  and  Columbia.  How  many  of  these  actually  were  circulated  is  unknown  but  by 
November  1,  1873  only  $2,440  was  outstanding  of  all  denominations  issued,  including  $5, 
$20,  $50  and  $100. 
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Corrigenda:  Journal  162 


With  regard  to  the  article  on  the  1925  sale  of  essays/proofs  from  the  Carroll  Chase  col- 
lection, Herman  Herst,  Jr.  writes: 

“There  is  one  inaccuracy  in  the  article  on  Dr.  Carroll  Chase  by  my  good  friend  Stanley 
Bierman,  M.D.  It  is  not  very  important  but  mention  ought  to  be  made  of  it  just  so  that  the 
facts  are  correct.  Dr.  Chase  did  not  write  the  text  for  the  book  Classic  U.S.  Stamps  which  I 
published  in  1960,  at  least  insofar  as  that  book  was  concerned. 

“The  text  was  commissioned  by  the  firm  of  H.R.  Harmer  in  the  early  1940s,  for  a house 
organ  that  firm  issued  at  intervals  during  their  early  years  in  this  country,  called  ‘Harmer’s 
Stamp  Hints.’ 

“Dr.  Chase  and  the  Harmer  firm  both  gave  me  permission  to  reproduce  the  Chase  re- 
marks in  the  book  Classic  U.S.  Stamps.  The  Chase  articles  were  a capsule  version  of  U.S. 
19th  Century  Stamps,  later  expanded  by  Lester  Brookman  in  his  famous  set  which  appeared 
in  the  late  1940s,  later  further  expanded  into  the  three-volume  Brookman  set  now  long  since 
out  of  print.’’ 

With  regard  to  the  concluding  installment  of  “United  States  Essays  or  Photographs  of 
Essays’’  by  Barbara  R.  Mueller,  Belmont  Faries,  who  was  quoted  extensively,  notes: 

“On  page  67  in  the  third  paragraph  reading  ‘Any  changes  required  for  production  rea- 
sons are  printed  on  it,  not  on  the  original  art’,  the  word  should  be  ‘ painted .’  At  the  top  of 
page  73,  ‘Kelleher  (a  Third  Assistant  Postmaster  General  at  the  time)’  is  incorrect.  James  F. 
Kelleher  was  the  Special  Assistant  to  the  Postmaster  General  for  public  relations  (later  public 
information),  a position  that  included  responsibility  for  the  philatelic  program.  He  was 
responsible  for  both  the  Project  Mercury  public  relations  triumph  and  the  Dag  Hammar- 
skjold  reprint  disaster.” 

Thanks  to  both  these  members  for  their  corrections. 
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(The  following  article  first  appeared  in  the  October  1983  issue  of  France  & Colonies  Philatelist  and  is 
reprinted  here  by  permission  of  Robert  G.  Stone,  editor.  It  ties  in  with  Mr.  Stone’s  own  study  of  the 
subject  which  appeared  in  Journal  113,  1972.  It  also  includes,  at  the  end,  some  supplemental  infor- 
mation provided  by  the  author  after  publication  of  the  original  F & CP  article.  BRM) 

The  Use  of  Picture  Postcards  as  Design 
Sources  for  Indochina’s  1907  Issue 

by  CONSTANTIN  A.  MARINESCU 


he  first  pictorial  stamp  series  of  Indochina  was  issued  in  1907.  It  was  composed  of 
seven  different  designs  portraying  women  belonging  to  various  Indochinese  ethnic 

1 groups.  These  are  listed  in  Scott  as  Indochina  types  A5-A13.  This  issue  has  received  a 

fair  deal  of  attention  in  the  literature;  a recent  article  concerning  the  selection  and  produc- 
tion of  these  designs  was  published  by  Robert  G.  Stone  in  The  Essay-Proof  Journal. (') 
Perhaps  the  earliest  phase  in  the  production  of  these  stamps  is  a number  of  essay  design- 
models  (maquettes)  which  were  produced  locally  in  Indochina  and  sent  to  Paris  as  possible 
models. (2)  As  the  illustrations  in  the  Stone  article  show,  these  essays  were  a sort  of  collage 
(see  Figures  5a-b).  In  Stone’s  words  they  are  described  as  follows:  “It  seems  rather  obvious 
that  the  central  subjects  were  photographs  around  which  frame  lines  and  inscriptions  were 
printed  or  drawn  ”(3).  However,  the  true  heart  of  the  designs  are  the  photographs  which 
were  used  as  centerpieces  for  the  stamps.  Striking  as  it  may  appear,  these  photographs  were 
not  new  creations  meant  specifically  for  the  1907  series,  but  rather  improvisations  taken 
from  picture  postcards  of  the  period. 

This  article  presents  two  such  cards,  one  which  served  as  the  model  for  the  Annamite 
girl  bust  used  on  the  lower  values  (Scott  design  #A5),  the  other  which  was  the  source  for  the 
Muong  woman  which  is  rendered  on  the  2 francs  stamp  of  the  series  (Scott  design  #A11). 
The  Annamite  girl  illustrated  on  the  postcard  in  Figure  1 is  without  a doubt  the  source  for 
the  stamp’s  final  version.  Even  making  allowances  for  the  differences  in  scale,  the 
resemblance  is  unmistakable.  The  girl  is  turned  slightly  at  an  angle,  in  a three-quarters  view. 
She  is  wearing  her  hair  up  in  a bun,  as  well  as  small  spherical  earrings.  These  earrings  are 
portrayed  in  meticulous  detail  on  the  stamps,  along  with  the  miniscule  opening  of  the 
garment  at  the  neck.  Her  features  are  sharp  in  the  photograph,  a quality  that  survived  even 
the  engraving  process  and  was  transferred  onto  the  stamp.  The  hairline,  the  ear,  the  facial 
features,  even  the  upper  lip,  are  reproduced  faithfully  on  the  stamp.  The  girl  on  the  postcard 
is  also  wearing  a cross  which  was  omitted  in  the  final  design,  presumably  because  it  would 
have  fallen  on  top  of  the  frame  and  would  have  been  obscured  anyway. 


It  is  curious  to  notice  that  even  though  the  postcard  is  remarkably  similar  to  the  photo- 
graph used,  in  the  essay  it  is  probably  not  the  same  woman!  Evidently  something  happened 
during  the  redesigning  process  executed  by  engraver  Puyplat  in  Paris.  Perhaps  he  was  not 
pleased  with  the  essay  photograph,  especially  the  lack  of  clarity,  and  somehow  managed  to 
secure  a reproduction  of  the  girl  on  the  postcard.  This  could  have  been  another  specimen  of 
the  same  card.  Regardless  of  the  way  by  which  Puyplat  gained  possession  of  such  an  item, 
the  Annamite  girl  on  the  postcard  is  certainly  more  pleasing  then  the  one  from  the  essay, 
while  at  the  same  time  maintaining  a close  resemblance  to  the  suggested  original. 

The  card  message  is  dated  5-6-1906,  a year  before  the  issue  was  released  in  Indochina, 
not  long  after  the  time  it  was  probably  “redesigned’’  in  Paris.  The  message,  carefully  written 
around  the  bust  of  the  girl,  reads  as  follows: 
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Figure  1. 


Cette  femme  est  une  assez  jolie  type  de  congaie  Annamite.  Je  la  mets  sous  enveloppe 
pour  qu’on  ne  la  souillera  (?)  pas.  J’espere  que  les  nombreaux  cartes  qui  j’adress  rue  Treilhan 
vous  arrivent  touts. 

5- 6-1906  (Signature)/Saigon 

This  woman  is  a fairly  pretty  type  of  Annamite  maid.  I enclose  her  in  an  envelope  so 
that  it  will  not  become  dirty(?).  I hope  that  all  the  numerous  postcards  that  I sent  to  the 
Treilhan  street  address  will  arrive. 

6- 5-1906  (Signature)/Saigon 

This  capsular  description  is  a typical  device  of  the  time,  meant  to  briefly  explain  the 
subject  to  the  people  back  home.  Such  images  were  quite  popular  in  Indochina  as  witnessed 
by  the  numerous  postcards  in  existence.  They  served  quite  well  both  as  souvenirs  of  a 
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deadline  et  coquette. 


Figure  2. 

tourist’s  vacation,  and  as  a pictorial  message  of  various  strange  lands  and  people  to  those 
who  stayed  in  Europe.  The  1907  designs  were  based  on  such  popular  imagery,  which  was 
widespread  and  continued  even  when  France’s  colonial  empire  started  to  disintegrate.  For 
example,  the  photograph  (Figure  2)  used  for  the  design  of  the  75-cents  stamp  is  among  the 
illustrations  for  a book  published  in  1925(4).  Again  a brief  description  identifies  her  as  a 
Cambodian  “coquette.”  These  types,  naturally,  had  the  same  powerful  effect  when  placed 
on  stamps.  They  represented  a somewhat  simplified  and  stereotyped  image  of  an  ethnic 
woman  which  in  the  colonial  mentality  was  directly  associated  and  representative  of  Indo- 
china. Puyplat,  redesigning  the  essays  for  his  engravings,  seemed  to  have  been  aware  of  this 
symbolism,  as  he  used  certain  specific  emblems  in  the  frame  designs  to  enhance  it.  For  the 
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Figure  3. 


Cambodian  woman  of  the  lower  values,  Puyplat  added  to  the  frame  the  “Naga,”  a mythical 
Hindu  snake-god  which  is  part  of  the  balustrades  gracing  the  causeways  leading  to  Angkor 
Wat.  The  same  reference  to  Cambodia’s  past  also  appears  on  the  75  cents  value:  behind  the 
woman  an  outline  of  Angkor  Wat  can  be  distinguished  and  the  flowery  arcade  surrounding 
the  central  scene  is  inspired  by  pedimental  decoration  from  the  Angkor  complex.  Thus  the 
1908  set  became  an  exotic  emblem  for  Indochina.  Certainly  this  stamp  issue  is  not  unique  in 
character — just  about  every  French  colony  manipulated  the  emblematic  quality  of  their 
races  and  cultural  past  by  illustrating  them  on  stamps. 

The  situation  is  similar  with  the  Muong  woman  postcard  (Figure  3).  It  was  published  in 
Indochina  by  the  most  prolific  postcard  producer  there,  P.  Deulefils  of  Hanoi.  The  girl  on 
the  card  is  certainly  the  same  one  appearing  on  the  2 francs  value.  While  the  photograph 
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Figure  5a  (top),  5b  (bottom);  essay  models  at  left,  stamps  at  right. 


captures  the  entire  figure  of  the  woman,  more  detail  is  lost  in  the  etching  process  than  was 
the  case  with  the  Annamite  girl  discussed  above.  However,  the  costume  and  the  overall 
position  of  the  girl  are  the  same  on  the  postcard,  essay  and  the  stamp,  but  the  original  that 
was  used  in  the  essay  (and  consequently  in  the  stamp)  was  probably  not  the  same  negative 
that  produced  the  card,  but  rather  a very  close  variant  in  which  the  girl  twists  her  head 
slightly  to  the  left;  on  the  postcard  she  looks  directly  into  the  camera.  Such  variants  were 
very  common  at  the  time  and  can  best  be  distinguished  by  side-to-side  examination.  An 
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Figure  6.  Typical  of  the  suggestive  postcards. 


example  is  illustrated  in  Figure  4.  Despite  the  lack  of  clarity  it  is  obvious  that  it  is  the  same 
Muong  woman  in  all  cases  — her  garment  is  slightly  split  at  the  bottom,  and  the  decoration 
of  the  breast  is  the  same.  Even  the  surroundings  are  identical,  as  exemplified  by  the  wooden 
fence  that  serves  as  a prop  for  the  girl. 

This  card  has  a brief  holiday  message  and  was  mailed  from  Moncay,  Tonkin,  on 
December  14,  1910,  reaching  France  on  January  17,  1911.  The  sender  of  the  card  did  not 
seem  aware  that  the  woman  on  the  card  was  part  of  the  1907  stamp  designs,  even  though  the 
series  was  already  current  for  three  years;  but,  after  all,  such  an  explanation  would  hardly  be 
fitting  alongside  a short  holiday  greeting. 

Nevertheless,  the  cards  illustrated  above  seem  to  support  the  hypothesis  that  the  designs 
for  the  1907  set  were  based  on  picture  postcards  already  available  in  Indochina.  The  other 
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designs,  namely  the  medium  values  portraying  the  bust  of  a Cambodian  woman,  as  well  as 
the  75c,  1,  2,  5,  10  francs  designs  (see  Stone’s  article)  were  in  all  likelihood  also  based  on 
picture  postcards.  The  photographic  component  of  the  essays  discussed  and  illustrated  in 
Mr.  Stone’s  article  could  have  been  very  easily  obtained  by  “cutting  and  pasting’’  such 
figures,  adding  trees  and  other  background  material  as  required.  Furthermore,  their  size 
would  lend  quite  readily  to  a design  model.  And,  finally,  such  images  would  render  a 
popular  aspect  to  the  stamps  of  Indochina,  which  would  be  characteristic  of  the  country, 
and  the  exoticism  that  the  colonist  expected  from  it.  As  such  they  are  specific  creations  of 
their  time,  based  on  the  images  that  had  such  appeal  with  the  people  of  that  epoch. 

Postscript  by  R.  G.  Stone : — In  my  E.  P.  J.  article  referred  to,  a number  of  quotations 
were  given  from  the  contemporary  press  criticizing  or  ridiculing  these  designs.  It  was 
reported  later  that  “well-known”  women  of  Hanoi  had  posed  for  the  photographs  used,  and 
their  appearance  on  the  stamps  was  considered  scandalous  by  upper-class  Tonkinese.  Some 
years  later  Montader  remarked  that  it  seemed  to  have  taken  a long  time  for  these  sentiments 
to  surface,  delayed  perhaps  because  the  stamps  had  been  selling  so  well;  and  he  wondered  if 
the  officials  who  approved  the  designs  imagined  that  the  models  used  in  the  photos,  in 
addition  to  their  beauty  also  had  virtue!  In  1910  the  Governor  told  another  artist  who  was 
designing  a new  issue,  that  he  was  amused  about  the  portraits  of  the  “well-known”  girls  on 
the  stamps  — he  knew  them  all  by  name!  And  he  didn’t  think  the  liberties  that  the  engraver 
had  taken  in  altering  the  portraits  would  keep  people  from  imagining  they  recognized  the 
subjects.  Touche! 

In  an  article  “On  the  Designing  of  the  French  Colonies  Pictorials,”  in  Scott’s  Monthly 
Journal  for  April  1979,  pp.  12-17,  I showed  numbers  of  examples  of  colonies  stamps  based 
on  commercial  postcards. 


Supplemental  Information 

In  my  postcard  collection  I have  a number  of  cards  (which  according  to  their  numbers 
seem  to  form  a set)  portraying  native  women  in  various  poses.  Although  these  have  very  in- 
conspicuous titles  (i.e.  “women  in  morning  dress”),  the  exact  profession  of  these  women  re- 
mains doubtful.  Perhaps  the  photographers  made  a habit  of  obtaining  models  from  various 
local  establishments  which  engaged  in  other  “trades”  as  well. 

While  nothing  so  blatant  would  ever  be  placed  on  stamps,  it  could  indicate  a practice 
that  may  have  been  very  common.  Another  card,  incidentally  by  the  same  photographer,  P. 
Deulefils,  shows  a Japanese  woman  and  “her  companions.”  At  the  time  throughout  the 
Orient,  various  houses  engaged  Japanese  prostitutes.  There  is  little  doubt  in  my  mind  that 
this  is  one  of  them. 
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W.L.  Ormsby  and  His  Reputation  — 

Still  More  Illumination  on  the  Boone  County  Bank  Affair 


The  famed  iconoclastic  19th  century  bank  note  and  stamp  engraver  Waterman  Lily 
Ormsby,  Sr.,  on  whose  somewhat  shadowy  business  reputation  further  light  was  shed 

1 by  documents  in  the  National  Archives  dealing  with  the  Boone  County  Bank  affair 

(reported  in  Journal  No.  162,  pp.  60-65),  appears  again  in  a “supplementary  statement’’ 
from  the  Indiana  Office  of  the  State  Auditor  dated  January  1,  1861.  It  has  been  made  avail- 
able to  us  by  Wendell  Wolka,  cataloguer  of  Indiana  obsolete  notes,  and  is  reprinted  here  in 
its  entirety. 

This  statement  was  signed  by  John  W.  Dodd,  Auditor  of  State,  whose  name  appeared 
in  one  of  the  letters  addressed  to  Salmon  P.  Chase  and  reprinted  in  the  aforementioned 
Journal.  The  writer,  Judge  John  W.  Wright,  after  giving  his  recollections  of  the  Boone 
County  affair,  referred  Chase  to  Col.  Dodd  for  further  information.  Dodd’s  report  is  also 
noteworthy  for  his  explanation  of  the  procedures  which  should  have  been  followed  by  bank 
note  printers  and  his  conclusion  that  “there  is  no  evidence  to  convict  Mr.  Ormsby  of  a 
design  to  aid  these  men  in  the  perpetration  of  this  fraud  . . . . ” 

Since  the  first  of  November  and  the  date  of  this  report,  the  Boone  County  Bank  has  been  protested 
and  wound  up;  its  affairs  revealing  an  attempted  fraud  on  the  part  of  those  who  put  it  in  operation, 
which,  had  it  been  as  successful  as  the  projectors  hoped,  would  have  cost  the  people  of  the  Western 
States  nearly  a quarter  of  a million  dollars.  On  the  19th  of  September  last  the  Boone  County  Bank  was 
put  in  operation,  by  the  filing  of  proper  articles  of  association,  and  the  deposit  of  fifty-five  thousand 
dollars  in  the  State  bonds  of  Virginia  and  Tennessee.  On  the  same  day,  the  engraver,  Mr.  W.  L. 
Ormsby,  of  New  York,  delivered,  by  the  hand  of  the  President  of  the  Bank,  blank  notes  for  said  Bank 
to  the  amount  of  fifty-four  thousand  dollars,  accompanied  by  a certificate  of  the  engraver,  attested 
before  a notary  public,  that  this  amount  was  all  that  was  printed  from  the  plates  of  the  Boone  County 
Bank,  which  plates  were  delivered  the  same  day,  by  Adams’  Express,  forwarded  by  Mr.  Ormsby. 

The  articles  of  association  contained  the  names,  as  stockholders,  of  some  of  the  most  respectable 
citizens  of  Boone  county,  and  there  was  nothing  in  the  address  or  conduct  of  Mr.  Spooner,  President, 
or  J.  McLean,  Cashier,  to  excite  suspicion  that  anything  wrong  was  intended. 

The  notes  were  countersigned  and  registered,  and  delivered  to  the  Cashier  of  the  Indianapolis 
Branch  of  the  Bank  of  the  State,  upon  the  order  of  A.  W.  Spooner,  President  of  the  Boone  County 
Bank,  where,  as  we  afterwards  learned,  they  were  held  for  account  of  a New  York  house  who  had 
furnished  the  bonds.  It  seems  that  Mr.  Spooner,  J.  T.  Sweet,  and  others  in  New  York  who  projected 
this  bank,  had  paid  to  a banking  house  in  New  York  some  six  thousand  dollars  to  furnish  the  necessary 
bonds  and  take  the  countersigned  and  registered  notes;  holding  them  a certain  length  of  time,  during 
which  Messrs.  Spooner,  Sweet  & Co.  were  to  take  them  up  by  the  payment  of  other  funds. 

About  the  first  of  October  the  managers  of  the  Boone  County  Bank  were  enabled,  by  an  arrange- 
ment with  other  parties,  to  take  up  from  the  Bank  of  the  State  a portion  of  the  registered  circulation, 
which  was  paid  out  in  Toledo,  and  along  the  line  of  the  Wabash  road,  shortly  after  which  they  went 
west  in  the  States  of  Illinois,  Iowa,  Wisconsin  and  Missouri,  and  sold  about  ten  thousand  dollars,  with 
forged  signatures  of  the  Auditor  and  Register,  the  notes  being  printed  on  the  genuine  plates  of  the 
Boone  County  Bank. 

The  want  of  means  exhibited  by  the  managers  in  getting  out  their  genuine  circulation,  had  led  to 
suspicions  that  all  was  not  right,  and  upon  the  reception  of  a letter  from  New  York,  that  the  parties 
were  suspected  of  a design  to  commit  some  kind  of  fraud,  the  genuine  notes  of  the  concern  were  at  once 
thrown  out  by  the  banks  here,  a run  commenced  on  the  Bank,  which  resulted  in  a protest  for  non- 
payment about  the  time  they  had  succeeded  in  disposing  of  the  first  batch  of  counterfeit  notes,  the  ten 
thousand  dollars  alluded  to  above.  That  amount  is  believed  to  be  about  all  the  counterfeit  notes  that 
they  were  enabled  to  dispose  of  in  the  short  time  they  were  operating. 
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Upon  the  filing  of  the  protest,  the  bonds  were  immediately  sold  in  New  York,  and,  as  will  be  seen 
by  our  bank  statement  of  this  date,  the  genuine  notes  are  redeemed  at  this  department  in  coin  at  par. 
The  signatures  of  the  Auditor  and  Register  in  the  counterfeit  notes  is  a miserable  imitation  of  the 
signatures  of  those  officers,  and  the  paper  on  which  these  notes  are  printed  is  flimsy  and  dark,  giving 
the  note  a blurred  appearance,  as  though  the  ink  had  spread  upon  the  paper.  The  paper  upon  which  the 
notes  were  printed  which  were  forwarded  to  this  office,  and  which  were  countersigned  and  registered,  is 
white  and  clear,  and  of  greater  thickness,  giving  the  note  a much  better  appearance.  Whether  this  was 
done  designedly  by  the  printer  does  not  appear. 

Upon  presenting  the  certificate  of  the  amount  printed,  which  accompanied  the  notes  received  here, 
to  Mr.  Orsmby,  he  at  once  pronounced  it  a forgery,  and  subsequent  evidence  has  substantiated  this 
beyond  a question. 

Mr.  Ormsby,  in  his  evidence  given  in  New  York  upon  the  trial  of  Sweet,  who  was  arrested  for 
forgery,  testified  that  he  engraved  the  plates,  and  printed  notes  amounting  to  two  hundred  and  eighty- 
nine  thousand  dollars',  that  they  were  put  in  sealed  packages  in  a box  directed  to  the  Auditor  of  the 
State  of  Indiana,  and  in  the  box  was  his  affidavit  that  he  did  print  that  amount.  This  box  was  for- 
warded by  A.  W.  Spooner,  President,  and  the  box  containing  the  plates  was  forwarded  by  Adams’ 
Express,  and  delivered  by  them. 

This  statement  of  Mr.  Ormsby  reveals  the  manner  in  which  the  fraud  was  perpetrated.  The  box 
containing  the  notes  was  in  the  possession  of  Spooner  and  Sweet  until  it  was  delivered  here.  These 
gentlemen  of  course  opened  the  box,  took  out  notes  to  the  amount  of  two  hundred  and  thirty-five 
thousand  dollars,  together  with  the  affidavit  of  the  printer,  leaving  fifty-four  thousand  dollars  in  notes, 
and  substituting  a forged  affidavit  that  this  was  the  total  amount  printed  from  the  plates.  There  is  no 
evidence  to  convict  Mr.  Ormsby  of  a design  to  aid  these  men  in  the  perpetration  of  this  fraud;  and, 
while  it  is  proper  to  state,  in  justice  to  that  gentleman,  that  the  Free  Banking  law  of  this  State  gives  the 
officers  of  any  free  bank  the  right  to  procure  their  own  plates  and  notes,  and  to  furnish  them  to  the 
Auditor  of  State,  it  is  also  proper  we  should  state,  in  justice  to  this  department,  that  Mr.  Ormsby  has 
acknowledged  he  committed  a gross  error,  and  disregarded  the  spirit  of  our  printed  instructions,  (a 
copy  of  which  was  in  his  possession,)  in  giving  the  notes  into  the  custody  even  of  the  President  of  the 
Bank,  for  had  he  forwarded  the  notes  to  this  office  by  express,  as  he  did  the  plates,  the  fraud  would 
have  been  impossible. 

The  early  detection  of  this  fraud  prevented  an  extensive  sale  of  the  counterfeit  notes,  and,  while 
some  individuals  have  suffered  severely,  the  loss  to  the  public  has  been  quite  insignificant  when 
compared  with  what  might  have  been  accomplished. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Legislature,  at  its  approaching  session,  will  so  amend  the  Free  Banking 
Law  as  to  give  the  Auditor  of  State  the  control  of  all  engraving  and  printing  for  the  Free  Banks,  and 
thus  prevent  any  further  attempts  at  such  wholesale  fraud  and  villainy. 
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Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing  Director  Robert  J.  Leuver  (second  from  left)  and  Assistant  Director 
(Operations)  Joseph  DeBose  hold  sheet  containing  record  five-billionth  currency  note.  Standing  with 
Mr.  Leuver  and  Mr.  DeBose  are,  left  to  right,  production  managers  Robert  Heygster,  plate  printing; 
Thomas  Ferguson,  production  scheduling;  and  Kit  Regone,  currency  processing. 

Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing 
Produces  Record  5 Billionth  Currency  Note 

In  August,  the  Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing  produced  its  five  billionth  currency  note  of  the 
1984  production  year  — the  first  time  in  its  history  that  the  five  billion  mark  was  reached  during  a one- 
year  period. 

“This  milestone  is  evidence  of  the  increasingly  high  productivity  we’ve  been  achieving  over  the  last 
few  years,”  Bureau  Director  Robert  J.  Leuver  said.  He  noted  that  currency  production  had  doubled  in 
the  last  seven  years. 

The  Bureau  actually  will  produce  a record  5.9  billion  currency  notes  this  fiscal  year.  “This  is 
astonishing  when  you  consider  that  the  combined  production  of  the  16  countries  in  Europe  is  slightly 
more  than  6 billion  notes,”  Mr.  Leuver  stated.  He  added  that  if  an  individual  had  5.9  billion  $1  notes 
and  spent  $1  every  second,  it  would  take  about  190  years  to  spend  it  all!  “And,  if  each  note  to  be 
printed  in  1984  were  laid  end  to  end,  they’d  stretch  around  the  equator  22/2  times.” 

Mr.  Leuver  noted  that  the  Federal  Reserve  Board  has  ordered  26  percent  more  notes  this  year  than 
in  FY  ’83.  He  attributed  this  increase  primarily  to  the  need  to  produce  notes  that  are  readily  accepted 
by  automatic  teller  machines  and  money-changing  devices.  More  than  95  percent  of  new  notes  are 
used  to  replace  older  currency,”  he  explained. 

With  12  presses  operating  24  hours  a day,  the  Bureau  prints  eight  thousand  notes  per  hour  for  a 
total  of  S 1 65  million  worth  of  currency  per  day.  It  is  the  world’s  largest  securities  printer,  producing 
about  700  different  security  products  and  delivering  about  45  billion  security  documents  to  customers 
each  year.  Begun  in  1862  with  six  employees,  the  Bureau  has  grown  to  a large,  modern  industrial 
establishment  with  some  of  the  most  advanced  securities  production  equipment  in  the  world.  It  is 
unique  in  that  rather  than  receiving  appropriated  funds  from  Congress,  it  recovers  its  costs  from  its  cus- 
tomers. Fiscal  Year  1985  sales  by  the  Bureau  will  be  an  estimated  S226  million. 
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American  Bank  Note  Co.  Progress  in  Technology 

by  BARBARA  R.  MUELLER 


The  1983  annual  report  of  the  American  Bank  Note  Co.  highlighted  its  progress  in  anti- 
counterfeiting materials  and  technology.  It  called  attention  to : 

“Our  Latent  Image,  alteration-sensitive  inks,  Microprinting,  and  VOID  features.  The  Latent  Image  is  a 
concealed  intaglio  image  that  can  be  made  to  appear  by  viewing  a document  at  a prescribed  angle;  the 
effect  cannot  be  reproduced  photographically  or  by  any  other  printing  process.  Our  unique  fluorescent, 
erasure-sensitive,  leach-and-bleach  inks  readily  expose  attempts  to  alter  genuine  documents.  Our 
intaglio  Microprinting  technique  creates  a fine  line  structure  that  is  readable  only  under  magnification 
and  cannot  be  duplicated  by  any  other  type  of  printing.  VOID  features  are  of  two  types.  One  is  a 
special  lithographic  printing  technique  which  causes  the  word  “VOID”  to  show  up  clearly  in  xero- 
graphic copies  of  an  original  document  in  which  the  word  is  invisible.  The  other  is  a controlled  effect  of 
a special  type  of  ink  that  causes  the  word  “VOID”  to  appear  when  various  types  of  ink  eradicators  are 
applied  to  the  document. 

“In  mid-1981  we  acquired  important  exclusive  patent  rights  for  the  production  of  holo- 
grams— three-dimensional  images  created  by  means  of  lasers  and  other  sophisticated  techniques.  Since 
then  we  have  so  significantly  developed  and  added  to  this  technology  that  we  are  now  able  to  create 
intricate  and  precise  holograms,  replicate  them  exactly  on  a mass-production  basis,  and  apply  them 
permanently  to  a wide  variety  of  security  documents. 

“Early  in  1983  we  were  awarded  a contract  to  provide  holograms  for  MasterCard  credit  cards,  and 
ABN  holograms  were  featued  on  the  cover  of  the  MasterCard  International  Annual  Report  for  1982. 
We  have  also  received  an  order  from  a foreign  government  to  produce  passports  containing  holograms. 
We  believe  that  holographic  technology,  as  we  have  refined  it,  is  the  most  effective  anti-counterfeiting 
weapon  yet  developed.  We  are  currently  involved  in  discussions  with  many  other  potential  users  of  this 
device,  and  while  this  program  is  still  in  its  initial  stages,  we  believe  that  these  developments  indicate 
that  it  will  be  widely  and  enthusiastically  accepted. 

“In  the  spring  of  1983,  we  acquired  exclusive  worldwide  rights  to  patented  and  secret  technology 
for  the  manufacture  of  a highly  sophisticated  and  advanced  generation  of  the  family  of  optical  devices 
known  as  ‘thin  films.’  With  this  new  technology  it  is  possible  to  cause  an  object  to  exhibit  controlled 
and  predictable  shifts  in  color  in  response  to  changes  in  the  orientation  of  its  surface.  It  is  also  possible 
to  preselect  the  colors  involved  in  the  shifts,  and  the  effect  can  be  observed  under  virtually  any  light 
conditions.  These  unique  properties  have  significant  advantages  over  generally  available  diffraction 
gratings  and  conventional  thin  films,  which  are  only  capable  of  changing  color  gradually  throughout 
the  entire  visible  spectrum  and  whose  effects  are  only  apparent  under  a limited  range  of  light  con- 
ditions. We  believe  that  these  advanced  thin-film  devices  have  the  potential  to  become  very  valuable 
weapons  in  our  anti-counterfeiting  arsenal. 

“An  intensive  research  and  development  program  conducted  jointly  by  American  Bank  Note 
Company  and  the  du  Pont  Company  has  succeeded  in  adapting  a special  variety  of  du  Pont’s  Tyvek® 
for  use  as  an  alternative  material  for  low-denomination  coin  and  currency.  We  recently  completed  an 
arduous  field  test  in  the  Republic  of  Haiti  in  which  one  million  low-denomination  Haitian  bank  notes 
printed  by  American  Bank  Note  Company  on  Tyvek®  were  used  in  circulation.  This  test  was  so 
successful  that  Haiti  has  converted  all  the  denominations  of  its  currency  to  Tyvek®  . Other  countries 
are  also  beginning  to  use  Tyvek®  for  their  currencies. 

“After  several  years  of  dedicated  scientific  and  engineering  effort,  we  have  recently  succeeded  in 
developing  an  advanced  system  of  technology  and  equipment  for  electronically  verifying  the  authen- 
ticity of  security  documents  such  as  bank  notes  and  travelers  checks.  This  system  involves  the  impregna- 
tion of  the  substrates  of  such  documents  with  invisible  “tagging”  elements  which  not  only  attest  to 
authenticity  but  can  also  be  coded  to  indicate  denomination  and  other  information.  The  authenticity  of 
the  documents  can  be  verified  quickly  and  easily  by  bankers,  merchants,  and  others  by  means  of 
simple,  inexpensive  equipment.  More  complex  equipment  designed  for  use  by  central  banks  and  issuers 
can  also  ‘read’  denominations  and  other  coded  information  and  can  be  integrated  with  currency- 
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processing  equipment.  For  a counterfeiter  to  create  bogus  documents  that  would  pass  these  tests  would 
require  equipment  so  costly  and  difficult  to  obtain  and  use  that  his  efforts  could  not  be  profitable.  The 
utility,  effectiveness,  and  relative  economy  of  this  sytem  should  make  it  extremely  attractive  to  issuers 
and  central  banking  systems  throughout  the  world.” 

The  flyleaves  of  the  1983  report,  imprinted  with  typical  ABNCo.  “antique”  style  vig- 
nettes, were  made  of  Tyvek  ? rather  than  paper.  And  on  the  cover  was  a lathework- 
surrounded  hologram  of  an  eagle  with  outstretched  wings.  This  same  hologram  was  used  on 
the  cover  of  the  March  1984  issue  of  The  National  Geographic  with  its  multi-million  circu- 
lation. Both  are  the  same  size,  about  4x2'/2  inches.  The  one  on  the  ABNCo.  report  appears 
to  be  affixed  to  the  cover;  the  Geographic  image,  on  the  other  hand,  shows  the  marks  of  a 
die  sinkage  on  the  back.  Its  caption  reads:  “A  laser-sculpted  image  shows  the  magic  of  a 
hologram.” 

And  magic  it  is,  displaying  a full  spectrum  of  color  and  shadings  as  one  manipulates  the 
covers  to  catch  light  at  different  angles  and  intensities.  The  eagle  appears  three-dimensional, 
and  the  branch  on  which  he  is  perched  seems  to  protrude  right  off  the  paper.  When  the 
covers  are  lying  flat,  only  a vague  outline  of  the  figure  is  visible  against  its  silver  background. 

The  question  arises:  Is  the  obviously  short-run  report  hologram  better  than  the  mass- 
produced  one  for  the  magazine?  In  the  absence  of  a scientific  way  of  measuring  the  differ- 
ence, one  must  rely  on  subjective  judgment,  but  it  does  seem  that  the  details  on  the  report 
are  better,  especially  in  the  area  of  the  breast  feathers,  and  that  the  colors  are  more  brilliant. 

Holography,  called  the  “kissing  cousin”  to  photography,  uses  film  but  no  lens; 
exposures  are  made  only  to  the  light  of  a laser.  While  the  ABNCo.  report  was  largely  promo- 
tional, the  1983  report  of  its  parent  International  Bank  Note  Co.  gave  more  specific  details 
of  the  technological  progress: 

“In  December  1983,  American  Bank  Note  acquired  Eidetic  Images,  Inc.,  which  is  engaged  in  the 
development  of  holographic  or  three-dimensional  images.  In  1982,  it  acquired  Old  Dominion  Foils 
Company,  Inc.,  producers  of  foil  products  used  in  pressure  sensitive  labeling  and  packaging.  At 
present,  American  Bank  Note  is  capable  of  integrating  holographic  images  in  currency,  credit  cards, 
passports,  foil  products  and  other  documents  and  instruments  of  value.  To  date,  sales  of  holographic 
images  have  not  been  a significant  factor  in  American  Bank  Note’s  business. 

“In  1983,  American  Bank  Note  began  commercial  production  of  bank  notes  utilizing  Tyvek  " 
Certibond,  a spunbonded  olefin  sheet  which  is  substantially  more  durable  than  traditional  banknote 
paper.  To  date,  sales  of  Tyvek®  Certibond  based  currency  have  not  materially  contributed  to  the  sales 
or  earnings  of  the  Company.” 

Since  the  above  was  written,  the  report  of  the  1984  annual  meeting  of  shareholders  of 
the  parent  International  Bank  Note  Co.  has  come  to  hand,  with  additional  and  more  candid 
comment.  Of  great  interest  to  collectors  is  the  news  that  by  the  end  of  September  1984  the 
company  expected  to  close  its  venerable,  75-year-old,  fortress-like  plant  in  the  Bronx  which 
covered  half  a million  square  feet  and  to  relocate  in  a leased  facility  of  100,000  square  feet  in 
Ramapo,  Rockland  County,  New  York,  about  35  minutes  from  the  Bronx  plant.  President 
Edward  Weitzen  stated,  “We  will  retain  almost  every  one  of  our  skilled  craftsmen  after 
relocation  and  after  some  early  retirements  — and  we  will  have  a very  efficient  operation  and 
a profitable  one.”  Plans  are  to  sell  or  lease  the  Bronx  plant. 

Commenting  on  the  durability  of  The  National  Geographic  cover,  Weitzen  noted  that 
they  received  only  two  complaints  — one  from  a subscriber  who  complained  she  couldn’t  peel 
the  eagle  off  the  cover  and  another  from  a subscriber  who  rubbed  the  eagle  with  a coin  and 
couldn’t  find  any  lucky  number.  Weitzen  also  revealed  that  his  company  s holograms  are 
being  produced  for  Hallmark  greeting  cards  and  “Cabbage  Patch  doll  stickers. 

In  response  to  a shareholder’s  question  about  protection  of  rights  in  the  hologram  proc- 
ess, lead  time,  and  competition,  Weitzen  replied. 
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“Let  me  describe  the  situation  of  holography  the  best  that  I can.  One,  we  have  exclusive  rights  for 
the  use  of  holography  in  our  country  for  security  uses.  It  isn’t  just  making  a hologram.  You  can  go  to 
the  Museum  of  Holography,  downtown  New  York,  and  you’ll  see  some  magnificent  holograms.  These 
are  one-on,  individual,  literally,  works  of  art,  because  there  are  quite  a number  of  very  expert  holo- 
graphers  in  the  mid-ground  between  art  and  science.  To  make  a hologram  which  can  be  reproduced  for 
mass  production  is  a totally  different  story.  Yes,  there  are  many  holograms  available,  but  very  few 
people  can  make  holograms  which  successfully  can  be  made  time  after  time  for  mass  production  use. 
Oversimplified,  holograms  come  in  two  forms.  One  is  in  the  form  of  a label,  by  whatever  other  word 
you  use,  which  is  affixed  to  something  else,  whether  it’s  a package  or  a piece  of  paper.  The  other  is  a 
hologram  which  is  transferred  or  printed  on  a piece  of  paper  like  The  National  Geographic  cover.  It’s 
easier  for  me  to  show  you  this,  and  I know  that  you  can’t  see  it  in  the  back  of  the  room,  but  it’ll  be 
here  for  you  to  view.  If  you  run  your  finger  over  this,  you  can’t  find  where  the  paper  begins  and  the 
holograph  ends,  or  vice  versa.  In  this  connection,  we  have  patents  and  technical  know-how  of  very  high 
order.  I think  we’re  reasonably  well  protected.  There’s  nothing  to  stop  people  from  trying  to  compete 
with  us,  but  when  they  do  or  talk  about  it,  would  you  please  ask  them  one  question : ‘How  many  holo- 
grams have  you  produced  for  mass  production  and  delivered?’  I think  you’ll  then  have  your  answer.” 

Another  shareholder  asked  how  much  time  is  involved  in  holography  production.  To 
that  Weitzen  answered: 

“Well,  each  subject  will  vary,  but  on  an  average,  each  hologram  that  we  produce  is  an  image  of  an 
original  sculpture.  This  eagle,  or  whatever  subjects  we  deal  with,  first  must  be  sculpted  by  an  artist.  The 
hologram  will  only  be  precisely  one-on-one  as  the  sculpture  or  subject  is.  It’s  totally  different  than 
anything  you  are  experienced  with  in  photography.  For  example,  where  you  take  a picture  and  you  can 
blow  it  up  or  you  can  reduce  it,  in  holography  it  is  one-on-one.  You  get  the  hologram  precisely  of  the 
object  you  put  on  these  very  complex  tables.  Therefore,  the  generation  of  the  original  may  take  from 
two  weeks  to  four  weeks  depending  on  the  difficulty  of  the  subject.  After  that,  we  make  a master  plate, 
and  we  then  reproduce  from  that  master  the  printing  plates.  This  is  why  our  vast  experience  in  plates 
and  printing  is  so  important  in  the  development  of  a totally  new  technology  of  holography.  We  have  a 
natural  bridge.” 

American  Bank  Note  Co.  Collectibles 

Olympic  Poster  Stamps 

Capitalizing  on  the  recent  fervor  associated  with  the  Los  Angeles  Olympic  Games,  a concern  called 
“Stamp  Collectors  Society  of  America”  out  of  Redding,  Connecticut,  took  full  page  ads  in  the  com- 
mercial philatelic  press  to  sell  its  “Olympic  stamps  that  were  never  issued”  for  “Olympic  Games  that 
were  never  held.”  Actually,  the  “stamps”  are  poster  stamps  or  labels  prepared  for  the  aborted  1940 
Games  by  American  Bank  Note. 

As  with  most  ABNCo.  collectibles,  the  product  is  very  good  — one  basic  design  of  runners  compet- 
ing on  a track  within  a coliseum.  Inscribed  “American  Olympic  Committee”  and  “Helsinki-1940 
Games-St.  Moritz,”  the  W*  x 1 !4  inch  rectangular  design  was  offered  in  what  the  ad  described  as 
garnet,  azure,  emerald  and  rose,  not  customary  philatelic  color  nomenclature.  Further,  the  ad  rhapso- 
dized, “They’re  printed  in  intaglio  (this  extraordinary  printing  is  actual  three-dimensional!)  by  The 
American  Bank  Note  Company  — the  official  printer  of  stamps  for  the  Post  Office  until  1892”  (sic). 

The  cache  of  unused  labels  comes  in  sheets  of  40  with  selvage  on  all  four  sides  inscribed  in  capital 
letters:  “American  Victory  Stamp”  at  top;  “V  Olympic  Games  St.  Moritz,  Switzerland  February 
1940”  at  left;  “Games  of  the  XII  Olympiad  Helsinki,  Finland  July  20-August  4,  1940”  at  right;  “The 
Oath  Taken  By  All  Competitors  In  The  Olympic  Games”  at  bottom.  That  oath  is  spelled  out  com- 
pletely. At  the  top  also  appears  the  statement,  “The  American  Olympic  Committee  has  issued  these 
Olympic  stamps  to  help  raise  the  fund  required  to  send  the  foremost  amateur  athletes  in  the  United 
States  to  the  1940  Olympic  Games.” 

These  “stamps”  were  offered  not  in  singles,  but  in  sets  of  four  at  $9.95  and  selvage  strips  at  cor- 
responding prices. 
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^Previously  Unlisted  Essays  or 
Evidences  of  Design  Development  of 
I he  U.S.  1865  Newspaper  Stamps 

by  BARBARA  R.  MUELLER 

The  Problem 


T 


he  title  of  this  study  has  been  chosen  with  great  care.  The  phrase  “evidences  of 
design  development”  may  be  adjectival  to  or  synonymous  with  the  simple  word 
“essays.”  The  items  under  scrutiny  fit  both  the  phrase  and  the  noun.  For  conven- 
ience, they  will  be  categorized  as  essays  which,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  have  never  been 
described  or  listed  in  any  of  Brazer’s  work. 

This  fact  leads  me  to  doubt  the  provenance  given  the  seven  essays  by  the  very  reputable 
dealer  who  sold  them  to  me  about  a decade  ago.  He  claimed  that  they  came  from  the  estate 
of  the  late  Thomas  F.  Morris,  Jr.,  who  in  turn  inherited  them  from  his  father,  19th  century 
bank  note  and  stamp  designer  and  one-time  chief  of  the  engraving  division  of  the  Bureau  of 
Engraving  and  Printing.  The  younger  Morris  was  an  associate  of  Brazer  in  this  Society;  if  he 
possessed  these  essays,  why  did  he  not  apprise  Brazer  of  the  fact?  Moreover,  the  elder 
Morris  was  not  associated  with  the  National  Bank  Note  Company,  printers  of  the  1865  news- 
papers. Indeed,  he  began  his  career  as  an  apprentice  with  the  American  Bank  Note  Company 
in  1869  at  the  age  of  17.  Of  course,  it  is  possible  that  in  later  years  he  could  have  acquired 
these  essays  in  the  course  of  exchanges  with  other  artists,  but  such  an  assumption  seems  un- 
justified to  me. 

Regardless  of,  or  perhaps  because  of  this  alleged  provenance,  these  puzzling  essays  have 
been  gathering  dust  in  my  collection  while  I have  been  gathering  information.  In  that  pur- 
suit, I have  once  again  been  drawn  to  this  fascinating  issue  with  its  paradoxes,  and  therefore 
in  the  course  of  these  articles  I shall  deal  with  production  aspects  and  proofs  as  well  as  the 
specific  seven  unlisted  essays. 

In  this  first  installment,  I am  illustrating  one  of  the  essays  along  with  a proof  of  the 
corresponding  issued  stamp  so  that  the  reader  will  understand  the  thrust  of  the  discussion. 
Enlarged  illustrations  will  appear  in  a subsequent  installment.  You  will  note  on  the  essay 
what  appear  to  be  lines,  patterns  or  extraneous  engravings  around  the  outer  edges  of  the 
frame  lines,  most  noticeably  at  the  right  side.  These  may  or  may  not  be  states  in  the  clearing 
of  the  borders  on  a wooden  die,  done  by  a tool  called  a multiple-liner.  Because  there  are  no 
examples  of  the  regularly  issued  stamps  with  the  multiple-liner  cuts,  by  definition  these  must 
be  essays  — trial  color  essay  die  proofs  or  essay  die  proofs  in  the  issued  colors,  as  the  case 
may  be.  But  because  they  so  vividly  illustrate  steps  in  the  unusual  design  and  production 
processes,  they  also  may  be  termed  “evidences  of  design  development.” 
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are  my  responsibility.  I welcome  input  from  anyone  else  who  may  have  theories  about  these 
interesting  items  and,  indeed,  the  entire  spectrum  of  the  big  newspapers. 
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One  of  the  previously  unreported  “essays”  showing  the  extra  lines  at  the  right  of 
the  normal  outer  frame  line  (right). 

A plate  proof  showing  the  normal  outer  frame  line  configuration  (left). 


The  Literature  — A Selective,  Annotated  List 

The  first  step  in  any  philatelic  study  is  a search  of  the  literature;  one  must  be  aware  of 
what  others  have  done  in  the  field.  Because  of  the  puzzling  unpopularity  of  the  newspaper 
stamps  in  general,  few  “name”  philatelists  have  studied  them  (or  is  it  the  other  way 
’round?).  Therefore,  while  the  following  informal  bibliography  is  not  exhaustive,  it  does 
include  all  the  major  writings.  Although  these  writings  may  not  always  be  entirely  correct 
and  need  refining,  they  do  form  the  basis  for  our  knowledge  of  the  1865  newspaper  stamps. 

A.  Understanding  the  printing  process 

Because  the  design  development  and  printing  of  this  issue  was  and  still  remains  unique 
in  the  annals  of  U.S.  philately,  a good  grounding  in  letterpress  printing,  embossing,  and 
white  line  engraving  is  essential.  For  this  purpose  the  following  works  are  most  useful: 

1.  Fundamentals  of  Philately,  by  L.N.  and  M.  Williams,  1971,  American  Philatelic 
Society.  Despite  the  passage  of  almost  15  years  since  publication,  this  massive  tome  remains 
the  best  one-volume  reference  on  stamp  production.  The  entire  book  is  worthy  of  perusal, 
but  for  the  newspaper  stamps,  the  sections  on  embossing  (Chapter  11,  pp.  299-342)  and 
relief  printing  (chapter  12,  pp.  343-452)  are  invaluable. 

2.  Postage  Stamps  in  the  Making,  by  John  Easton,  1949,  Faber  and  Faber  Ltd., 
London,  England.  Check  pages  201-206  plus  plate  on  embossing  by  the  letterpress  process. 


The  Essay  Proof  Journal  No.  163 


121 


3.  Printing  Postage  Stamps  by  Line  Engraving,  by  James  H.  Baxter,  1939,  American 
Philatelic  Society,  with  a 1981  Quarterman  Publications  reprint.  Again,  this  is  a case  where 
the  entire  book  should  be  studied,  but  Chapter  IV  on  machine  engraving,  pp.  32-39,  pro- 
vides understanding  of  the  process  by  which  the  intricate  patterns  of  white  lines  on  the  news- 
paper stamps  may  have  been  achieved. 

4.  Non-philatelic  technical  references  suggested  by  George  Brett  include: 

a.  Handbook  for  Pressmen,  by  Fred  W.  Hoch,  1936,  Fred  W.  Hoch  Associates, 
Inc.,  New  York.  Chapter  XXI,  “Details  of  Embossing,”  pp.  115-121. 

b.  Handbook  of  Printing,  by  W.F.  Ratcliff,  1898,  Ratcliff  Publishing  Co.,  St. 
Louis,  Mo.  “Embossing,”  pp.  84-86. 

(I  will  be  happy  to  furnish  photocopies  at  cost  of  the  above  non-philatelic  references  to 
interested  readers.) 

B.  Early  philatelic  references  — books 

1.  The  History  of  the  Postage  Stamps  of  the  United  States,  by  John  K.  Tiffany,  1887, 

C. H.  Mekeel,  St.  Louis,  Mo.  Of  academic  interest  only  are  pp.  209-214,  Chapter  XXVI. 

2.  The  Postage  Stamps  of  the  United  States,  by  John  N.  Luff,  1902,  Scott  Stamp  & 
Coin  Co.  Ltd.,  New  York,  and  currently  available  in  a Quarterman  Publications  reprint, 
whose  pagination  is  used  here.  Devoted  to  the  1865  issue  and  containing  the  generally  ac- 
cepted statistics  of  manufacture  are  pp.  223-225.  Also,  in  the  section  “Reprints,  Re-Issues 
and  Special  Printings,”  see  pp.  262-263. 

3.  Postage  Stamps  of  the  United  States  of  America,  by  N.E.  Waterhouse,  1916,  Frank 
Godden,  London.  Found  on  pp.  88-89  is  essentially  a tabulated  listing  of  the  stamps  as  we 
have  it  today. 

C.  References  in  periodical  literature 

Most  articles  have  been  more  or  less  superficial  surveys,  including  my  own.  The  two 
best  are  these: 

1.  “U.S.  ‘Newspaper  and  Periodicals’  Issue  of  1865,”  by  E.G.  Young,  The  American 
Philatelist,  May  1942,  pp.  486-498.  With  the  exception  of  a few  minor  errors  (such  as  Ameri- 
can Bank  Note  Co.  for  National  Bank  Note  Co.  on  p.  487)  and  a failure  to  come  to  grips 
with  the  problem  of  embossing  — whether  intentional  or  not — this  study  was  the  best  up  to 
its  time  and  indeed  still  is  very  useful.  Young  tackled  such  subjects  as  the  arrangement  of 
perforations  between  panes  and  plating,  which  others  even  now  have  ignored. 

2.  “Newspaper  and  Periodical  Stamps,”  by  J.  Frank  Braceland.  This  series  covered  all 
the  newspapers,  not  just  the  1865s,  and  ran  from  September  1966  to  July  1973  in  The  U.S. 
Specialist.  The  first  two  installments  deal  with  the  private  express  company  newspaper 
stamps  as  forerunners.  The  1865s  began  with  the  November  1966  issue  and  continued  with 
December  1966,  January,  February,  April  and  May  1967.  To  date,  this  is  the  most  thorough 
and  best  illustrated  study,  but  it  does  not  touch  on  the  essays  under  discussion  here. 


(To  be  continued  with  a detailed  description 
of  the  seven  essays,  illustrated.) 
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Bidder’s  Proposals  for  Printing  U.S. 
Bank  Note  Issue  Stamps 

(Continued  from  Journal  161,  page  33) 


The  following  bidder’s  proposal  form  was  used  in  1877  at  the  expiration  of  the  previous 
1873  contract.  The  1877  contract  was  won  again  by  Continental  Bank  Note,  but  only  two 
years  later,  the  great  “consolidation”  of  it  and  other  independent  bank  note  printers  into  the 
American  Bank  Note  Co.  resulted  in  the  transfer  of  the  contract  to  that  greatly  enlarged 
concern.  In  the  interim  between  the  1873  and  1877  contracts,  the  forms  became  much  more 
detailed  and  comprehensive.  For  example,  bids  were  requested  on  official  and  newspaper 
stamps.  A requirement  was  added  that  the  stamps  must  be  printed  on  hand-roller  presses. 
No  change  in  design  was  demanded.  A careful  reading  will  reveal  some  other  differences. 

[Advertisement.] 


PROPOSALS  FOR  ADHESIVE  POSTAGE  STAMPS. 


Post  Office  Department, 

January  25,  1877. 

Sealed  proposals  are  invited  from  Steel-plate  Engravers  and  Plate  Printers,  and  will  be  received  at 
this  Department  until  12  o’clock  m.  on  Wednesday,  the  28th  day  of  February,  1877,  for  furnishing  all 
the  postage  stamps  which  this  Department  may  require  for  public  and  official  use  during  a period  of 
four  years,  commencing  on  the  1st  day  of  May,  1877,  viz: 

1.  Stamps  for  the  use  of  the  public. 

2.  Official  stamps  for  the  use  of  the  Executive  Departments. 

3.  Newspaper  and  periodical  stamps. 

QUALITY  OF  STAMPS. 

The  stamps  must  be  furnished,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Department,  from  steel  plates,  en- 
graved in  the  highest  style  of  the  art  of  steel  engraving,  and  printed  in  such  colors  as  may  from  time  to 
time  be  selected  by  the  Department,  in  the  best  and  most  approved  manner,  upon  paper  of  the  best 
quality  suitable  for  the  purpose,  and  satisfactory  to  the  Department,  thoroughly  gummed  with  the  best 
quality  of  adhesive  gum,  perforated  in  such  manner  that  each  separate  stamp  can  be  readily  detached 
and  used,  the  sheets  to  be  well  pressed,  and  packed  so  as  to  prevent  them  from  adhering  to  each  other; 
the  same  to  be  furnished  with  all  reasonable  dispatch,  in  such  quantities  as  may  in  each  case  be  ordered 
by  the  Department  daily  to  fill  requisitions  from  postmasters  and  from  the  Executive  Departments.  The 
stamps  must  be  printed  on  hand-roller  presses. 

DIES,  ROLLS,  AND  PLATES. 

The  dies,  rolls,  and  plates  from  which  postage  stamps  are  now  printed,  being  the  property  of  the 
United  States,  will  be  placed  in  the  keeping  and  custody  of  the  contractor  on  or  before  the  first  day  of 
May,  1877,  the  same  to  be  held  subject  to  the  order  and  control  of  the  Department,  as  hereinafter  pro- 
vided; and  the  contractor  will  be  required,  from  said  dies,  rolls,  and  plates,  and  from  such  rolls  and 
plates  as  may  be  necessary  to  be  reproduced  from  the  original  dies,  to  have  on  hand,  ready  for  issue  on 
the  day  the  contract  term  commences,  a sufficient  stock  of  stamps,  of  the  several  denominations  and 
kinds  required,  to  fill  the  current  daily  requisitions  from  the  Department,  without  hinderance  or  delay. 
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The  contractor  will  be  further  required  to  keep  in  repair  all  dies,  rolls,  and  plates  from  which 
stamps  may  be  printed,  and  to  renew  the  same  whenever  required;  and  should  new  designs  be  required 
at  any  time  to  take  the  place  of  the  present  series  of  stamps  for  the  use  of  the  public,  or  of  any  of  them, 
or  tor  denominations  of  stamps  not  now  in  use,  the  same  shall  be  furnished  and  engraved,  subject  to 
the  approval  ot  the  Postmaster  General,  upon  his  request,  within  a reasonable  time;  all  which  shall  be 
done  and  executed  in  the  best  style  of  steel  engraving  by  the  contractor,  and  at  his  own  expense.  No 
change  will  be  made  in  the  present  designs  of  official  postage  stamps,  or  of  newspaper  and  periodical 
stamps;  but  the  contractor  will  be  required  to  keep  in  repair,  and  renew  when  required,  the  dies,  rolls, 
and  plates  for  these  stamps,  the  same  as  for  the  stamps  for  the  use  of  the  public.  All  dies,  rolls  and 
plates  made  or  used  at  any  time  in  filling  the  contract  shall  immediately  become  the  absolute  property 
of  the  United  States,  and  shall  be  delivered,  in  good  working  order,  to  the  Postmaster  General  or  his 
authorized  agent  whenever  demanded. 

BUILDING,  PLACE  OF  MANUFACTURE,  ETC. 

The  stamps  will  be  required  to  be  manufactured  in  a fire-proof  building,  and  in  separate  apart- 
ments, distinct  from  those  in  which  any  other  work  is  done  by  the  contractor  — the  whole  to  be  subject 
to  the  approval  of  the  Department  — and  when  finished  must  be  placed  in  a fire  and  burglar-proof  safe 
or  vault,  to  be  specially  provided  for  that  purpose,  and  constructed  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  De- 
partment. The  contractor,  his  employees  and  agents,  shall  conform  to  such  regulations  as  the  Depart- 
ment may  from  time  to  time  adopt  for  the  security  of  the  Government. 

AGENT  — OFFICE-ROOMS  — INSPECTION . 

A resident  agent  of  the  Department  will  have  supervision  of  the  manufacture,  storage,  and  issue  of 
the  stamps,  who  shall  at  all  times  have  full  and  free  access  to  the  apartments,  safes,  and  vaults  where 
the  stamps  are  manufactured  and  stored,  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting  the  same;  and  the  contractor 
shall  furnish  him  and  his  clerks  suitable  office  and  desk-room,  for  the  transaction  of  the  business  of  his 
agency,  without  cost  to  the  Government.  The  Postmaster  General  shall  also  have  the  right  at  any  time 
to  cause  an  inspection  to  be  made,  by  any  agent  or  agents  whom  he  may  specially  designate  for  the 
purpose,  of  the  apartments,  safes,  and  vaults  used  for  the  manufacture  and  storage  of  stamps,  and  of 
the  stamps  in  course  of  manufacture  or  in  stock. 

STOCK  ON  HAND. 

The  contractor  shall  at  all  times  keep  on  hand  a stock  of  the  several  denominations  and  kinds  of 
stamps,  subject  to  the  control  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  its  regularly  authorized  agent,  or  such 
other  agents  as  may  be  specially  authorized  by  the  Postmaster  General,  in  all  stages  of  manufacture, 
sufficient  to  meet  all  orders  of  the  Department,  and  to  provide  against  any  and  all  contingencies  that 
may  be  likely  to  occur  during  the  existence  of  the  contract,  so  that  each  and  every  order  of  the  Depart- 
ment may  be  promptly  filled;  and  the  Department  shall  have  the  right  to  require  the  contractor,  at  any 
time  during  the  existence  of  the  contract,  to  furnish  an  extra  quantity  of  stamps  not  exceeding  a supply 
for  three  months. 


PACKING. 

Stamps  to  be  transmitted  by  sea  routes  must  be  securely  packed  in  hermetically  sealed  tin  cases, 
wrapped  in  strong  manila  paper;  all  others  must  either  be  packed  with  strong  binders’-board  boxes, 
bound  on  the  edges  and  corners  with  muslin,  and  enveloped  in  two  thicknesses  of  strong  manila  paper, 
or  inclosed  in  strong  manila  envelopes,  as  the  quantity  to  be  transmitted  may  require;  all  packages  to  be 
so  inclosed  as  to  enable  the  agent  of  the  Department  to  officially  seal  them. 

DELIVERY. 

The  stamps  may  be  required  to  be  delivered  by  the  contractor  in  separate  packages,  as  above  pro- 
vided for,  at  the  post  office  in  the  place  where  the  same  are  manufactured,  or  at  such  other  post  office 
in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  place  of  manufacture  as  the  Postmaster  General  may  direct;  or  in  such 
quantities  at  the  Post  Office  Department,  Washington,  D.  C.,  (each  denomination  and  kind  being  kept 
separate,)  as  the  Postmaster  General  may  direct. 
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BLANKS. 

In  addition,  the  contractor  will  be  required  to  furnish  labels,  and  direct  the  same,  for  each  pack- 
age, in  accordance  with  the  daily  lists  furnished  by  the  agent  of  the  Department;  together  with  all  other 
blanks  required  to  be  inclosed  with  the  stamps;  also,  all  blanks  for  daily,  weekly,  monthly,  and 
quarterly  returns  relating  to  the  number  and  denominations  of  stamps  furnished. 

REPORTS. 

The  contractor  will  be  required  to  report  weekly,  under  oath,  the  number,  denomination,  and  kind 
of  stamps  manufactured,  (finished,  unfinished,  and  spoiled,)  the  number  issued  during  the  week,  and 
the  number  available  for  issue;  all  spoiled  stamps  to  be  destroyed  by  the  agent  of  the  Department  in  the 
presence  of  the  contractor  or  his  representative,  or  otherwise  disposed  of,  as  the  Postmaster  General 
may  direct. 


AWARD. 

The  contract  will  be  awarded  on  the  basis  of  the  number  of  the  several  kinds  of  stamps  issued 


during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876,  as  follows: 

1.  Number  of  stamps  for  use  of  the  public 698,799,090 

2.  Number  of  official  stamps  for  use  of  the  Executive  Departments 17,682,665 

3.  Number  of  newspaper  and  periodical  stamps  1,290,347 

Total 717,772,102 


Bids  must  be  made  for  each  kind  of  stamps  separately,  the  bidders  stating  in  their  proposals  the 
price  per  thousand  stamps,  including  everything  required  to  be  done  or  furnished,  as  set  forth  in  this 
advertisement;  and  the  contract  will  be  awarded  as  a whole  to  the  lowest  responsible  bidder  in  the 
aggregate,  the  amount  of  a bid  to  be  ascertained  by  extending  the  above  issues  at  the  prices  bid  respec- 
tively, and  then  aggregating  the  amounts  of  the  three  several  items.  It  must  be  understood,  however, 
that  proposals  made  under  this  advertisement  shall  include  all  the  stamps  needed  by  the  Department 
during  the  contract  term,  without  reference  to  the  above  issues.  Should  the  use  of  any  of  the  above 
kinds  of  stamps  be  discontinued  during  the  contract  term,  the  contractor  will  not  be  entitled  to  damages 
on  account  of  such  discontinuance. 

PROPOSALS  — AGREEMENT  — BOND. 

Each  proposal  must  be  signed  by  the  individual  or  partnership  making  it,  and  when  made  by  a 
partnership,  the  name  of  each  partner  thereof  must  be  disclosed;  and  it  must  be  accompanied  by  a 
guaranty,  signed  by  at  least  two  responsible  guarantors,  that  the  bidder  shall,  within  ten  days  after 
being  called  upon  to  do  so,  execute  a contract  to  furnish  promptly,  and  in  quantities  as  ordered,  the 
article  or  articles  to  be  furnished  by  him,  the  responsibility  and  sufficiency  of  the  signers  to  such 
guaranty  to  be  certified  to  by  the  postmaster  or  United  States  attorney  where  the  bidder  resides;  and  in 
such  contract  the  contractor  and  his  sureties  shall  covenant  and  agree  that  in  case  the  said  contractor 
shall  fail  to  do  or  perform  all  or  any  of  the  covenants,  stipulations,  and  agreements  of  said  contract  on 
the  part  of  the  said  contractor  to  be  performed,  as  therein  set  forth,  the  said  contractor  and  his  sureties 
shall  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  United  States  of  America  the  sum  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  for 
which  said  forfeiture  the  said  contractor  and  his  sureties  shall  be  jointly  and  severally  liable,  as 
liquidated  damages,  to  be  sued  for  in  the  name  of  the  United  States. 

If  the  bidder  to  whom  the  first  award  may  be  made  should  fail  to  enter  into  a contract,  as  herein 
provided,  then  the  award  may  be  annulled,  and  the  contract  let  to  the  next  lowest  responsible  bidder,  if 
not  deemed  too  high  by  the  Postmaster  General,  and  so  on  until  the  required  contract  is  executed;  and 
such  next  lowest  bidder  shall  be  required  to  fulfill  every  stipulation  embraced  herein  as  if  he  were  the 
original  party  to  whom  the  contract  was  awarded. 

The  contract  will  also  provide  that  if  at  any  time  during  its  continuance  the  sureties  shall  die,  or 
become  irresponsible,  the  Postmaster  General  shall  have  the  right  to  require  additional  and  sufficient 
sureties,  which  the  contractor  shall  furnish  to  the  acceptance  of  the  Postmaster  General  within  ten  days 
after  notice;  and  in  default  thereof,  the  contract  may  be  annulled. 
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PROPOSAL  FOR  ADHESIVE  POSTAGE  STAMPS. 


The  undersigned, 


doing  business  as 


in  the  city  of 


submit-  to  the  Post  Office  Department,  in  conformity  to  the  terms  of  an  advertisement  dated 
January  25,  187  7,  a printed  copy  of  which  is  hereto  attached  and  made  part-  hereof,  the  following  pro- 


posals for  furnishing  adhesive  postage  stamps,  to  wit: 


DESCRIPTION 


1.  iSt;i.  ,ps  for  use  of  the  public 

2.  Official  stamps  for  use  of  the  several  Executive  Departments 

3.  Newspaper  and  periodical  stamps  ...  


{,  lllDDKll's  riUCE  l‘ER  THOUSAND 

Stamps. 

i ‘ 

Dollars.  Cent.*. 


In  the  event  of  the  acceptance  of  the  foregoing  bid,  or  any  item  thereof,  the  said 


agree  , within  ten  days  from  the  date  of  such  acceptance,  to  enter  into  contract  according  to  the  terms, 
conditions,  and  requirements  of  the  advertisement  aforesaid:  in  which  contract  the  contractor  and 
sureties  shall  covenant  and  agree  that  in  case  the  said  contractor  shall  fail  to  do  or  perform  all  or  any 
of  the  covenants,  stipulations,  and  agreements  of  said  contract  on  the  part  of  the  said  contractor  to  be 
performed,  as  therein  set  forth,  the  said  contractor  and  sureties  shall  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  United 

States  of  America  the  sum  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  for  which  said  forfeiture  the  said  contractor 
and  sureties  shall  be  jointly  and  severally  liable  as  liquidated  damages,  to  be  sued  for  in  the  name 

of  the  United  States. 

(Signature  of  the  bidder.)* 

Reproduction  of  original  contract  bidder’s  form. 
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RESERVATIONS. 

The  Postmaster  General  reserves  the  right  to  reject  any  and  all  bids  if,  in  his  judgment,  the  interest 
of  the  Government  requires  it;  also  the  right  to  annul  the  contract  if,  in  his  opinion,  there  shall  be  a 
failure  at  any  time  to  perform  faithfully  any  of  its  stipulations,  or  in  case  of  a willful  attempt  to  impose 
upon  the  Department  stamps  inferior  to  those  required  by  the  contract. 

PAYMENTS. 

Payments  for  stamps  actually  issued  and  delivered  will  be  made  quarterly,  after  proper  examina- 
tion and  adjustment  of  accounts. 


CONTRACT  NOT  ASSIGNABLE. 

The  contract  cannot,  in  any  case,  be  lawfully  transferred  or  assigned. 

EXTENSION. 

Should  the  interest  of  the  Government  require,  the  contract  may  be  extended  beyond  the  time 
named,  not  exceeding  three  months,  by  order  of  the  Postmaster  General,  and  the  contract  prices  and  all 
conditions  herein  set  forth  shall  govern  in  such  extended  contract. 

ADDRESS. 

All  proposals  must  be  made  on  the  blank  forms  furnished  by  the  Department,  securely  enveloped 
and  sealed,  indorsed  on  the  back  “Proposals  for  Postage  Stamps,”  and  addressed  to  the  Third  Assist- 
ant Postmaster  General,  Washington,  D.  C. 

JAS.  N.  TYNER, 

Postmaster  General 


Falkland  Islands  “Proof  Sheetlets”  on  Market 

by  BARBARA  R.  MUELLER 

ffered  in  an  auction  in  the  first  half  of  1984  (exact  date  of  sale  not  known)  were 
two  Falkland  Island  items  called  “proof  sheetlets.”  These  are  AVi  x 6 Vi  inches  and 

were  printed  by  the  French  security  printer  Helio-Vaugirard  in  1949,  according  to  an 

inscription  which  shows  in  the  catalog  illustration.  The  two  designs  are  the  penguin  five 
shilling,  Scott  type  A19,  and  the  upland  goose,  type  A22.  According  to  the  auction  catalog 
description,  these  items  were  made  “for  presentation  to  postal  administrations.” 

Inasmuch  as  the  original  stamps  were  produced  by  Bradbury,  Wilkinson,  questions  have 
been  raised  about  the  involvement  of  Helio-Vaugirard  in  these  items.  Our  member  R.G. 
Stone  sought  more  information  from  Maj.  Ronnie  Spafford,  the  acknowledged  Falklands 
specialist  in  Great  Britain  and  editor  of  The  Upland  Goose.  He  replied  as  follows: 

“The  ‘proofs’  are  precisely  what  you  indicate,  samples  of  Helio-Vaugirard  work  and 
include  many  countries  in  the  complete  set  with  the  theme  of  birds.  I have  a complete  list 
should  you  want  it,  and  we  published  it  in  The  Upland  Goose  some  while  ago  ....  They 
actually  have  nothing  to  do  with  philately  other  than  a catalogue  illustration  might  have  and 
I would  put  a value  of  about  one  pound  each  on  them.  I have  one  of  the  King  Penguin  and  I 
would  assess  its  reproduction  as  very  substandard  — I feel  I could  almost  do  better  myself.  In 
my  view  to  split  up  a set  by  countries  is  wrong  — the  set  is  worldwide  in  nature  and  should  be 
viewed  as  such.  How  did  they  come  upon  the  materials  for  the  proofs?  Well,  I suggest  that 
they  bought  a copy  of  each  stamp  used  by  them.  Certainly  they  did  not  use  the  original 
plates.” 
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U.S.  Essays  and  Proofs  at  the  1913  New  York 
International  Philatelic  Exhibition 

The  popularity  of  and  respect  accorded  to  U.S.  essays  and  proofs  as  long  ago  as  1913 
are  attested  to  in  The  Philatelic  Gazette's  special  exhibition  issue  of  October  1913,  Vol.  Ill, 
No.  14.  This  publication  of  the  J.M.  Bartels  Company  was  brought  to  our  attention  by  Her- 
man Herst,  Jr.,  who  sent  photocopies  of  the  section  of  the  article  “What  will  be  shown  at 
the  exhibition’’  dealing  with  essays  and  proofs  as  follows: 

The  Wilson  Proofs 

U.S.  Proofs  and  Essays  will  be  shown  among  others  by  Mr.  H.  H.  Wilson  of  New  York,  who  has 
built  up  such  an  interesting  collection  as  to  justify  us  in  analyzing  its  features  at  some  length.  Among 
noteworthy  items  are  the  following: 

Built-up  Essays  in  black,  using  designs  of  1860-64  issue  of  Nova  Scotia,  with  the  head  of  Washing- 
ton substituted  for  that  of  Queen  Victoria  — by  the  American  Bank  Note  Co. 

Built-up  Essays  of  3c.  and  10c.  1890  issue  in  green  (by  Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing)  with 
black  medallions  of  Sherman  and  others. 

1869  issue — trial  colors  of  the  1,  2,  3 and  12c.,  with  small  figures  of  value  — also  the  5,  10,  24,  30 
and  90c.  in  various  designs  and  colors. 

Strips  showing  imprint  and  plate  numbers  of  the  1861,  1869  and  1870  issue  (both  National  and 
Continental),  proving  beyond  question  of  the  existence  of  the  secret  marks  of  Continental  print  — an 
interesting  item  being  a 10c.  brown  die  proof  showing  secret  mark,  but  with  the  imprint  of  the  National 
Bank  Note  Co. 

A frame  containing  one  sheet  each  of  one-cent  and  two-cent  ordinary  stamps  as  printed  for  use  in 
stamp  booklets. 

A small  frame  of  stamps  printed  by  the  new  rotary  process. 

A frame  showing  the  stamps  printed  for  preparing  coils. 

Two  huge  gilt  frames,  one  containing  almost  exclusive  proofs  of  the  1894  issue,  arranged  into  a 
most  attractive  and  fanciful  design;  and  the  other  filled  with  U.S.  currency  and  U.S.  Revenue  stamps, 
including  proofs  of  the  $100,  $500  and  $1,000  stamps  of  the  1898  issue. 

The  National  Museum  is  sending  a unique  set  of  Newspaper  Stamps  in  pairs,  1879  issue,  special 
printing  of  1894  made  by  the  American  Bank  Note  Co.  as  samples  of  their  work  for  the  use  of  the 
Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing;  and  also  a set  of  imperforate  blocks  of  four,  special  printing  for  the 
same  purpose.  Neither  of  these  have  ever  before  been  shown. 

There  will  also  be  placed  in  the  rotunda  interesting  and  instructive  exhibits  by  the  Hamilton  Bank 
Note  Co.  and  the  American  Bank  Note  Co.,  both  of  which  will  display  a wide  range  of  specimens  of 
their  handiwork. 

The  Mason  Proofs 

Mr.  Edward  H.  Mason,  of  Boston,  owner  of  the  finest  existing  collection  of  U.S.  Proofs  and 
Essays,  will  have  a marvelous  display  at  the  Exhibition.  He  is  the  author  of  monographs  on  U.S. 
Proofs,  U.S.  Essays,  and  also  Proofs  and  Essays  of  U.S.  Envelopes.  He  has  collected  them  in  every 
conceivable  shape,  whenever  obtainable  from  the  original  drawing  through  the  various  unfinished 
stages  of  the  engraved  design  down  to  the  finished  product.  Of  the  latter  both  die  and  plate  proofs  are 
shown  on  various  papers  and  in  numerous  trial  colors  besides  the  adopted  color.  Many  items  in  the 
Mason  collection  are  absolutely  unique.  These  include  a wonderful  set  of  die  proofs  of  the  Trans- 
Mississippi  Series  in  no  less  than  76  different  combinations  of  colors.  The  regular  issues,  officials  and 
newspaper  stamps  are  drawn  complete  in  five  different  colors.  The  essays  are  marvelous  in  their  weird 
and  strange  appearance  and  will  attract  much  attention  from  the  casual  observer  who  is  only  familiar 
with  U S stamp  designs  as  regularly  issued.  It  is  safe  to  say  that  Mr.  Mason  s collection  is  without  a 
peer  in  its  line.  The  Crawford  collection  is  also  justly  famous  and  fills  more  volumes  owing  to  the  large 
number  of  entire  sheets,  but  does  not  rival  it  in  variety  and  completeness. 


* UN!TEt>  $> 


128 


The  Essay  Proof  Journal  No.  163 


* * * **-*■*' 


AMERICAN  COMMEMORATIVES 


The  year  nineteen  eighty-four  sharks  the  50th  anniversary 
of  the  establishment  of  credit  unions  in  the  United 
States,  authorized  by  the  passage  of  the  Federal  Credit 
Union  Act  in  1934, 

The  origin  of  cooperative  credit  can  fee  traced  back 
to  the  early  1800's  in  Europe,  The  first  credit  union  m this 
country  was  established  in  1909  in  Manchester, 
New  Hampshire  by  Alphonse  Desjardins. 

But  it  is  Edward  A.  Eilene  who  is  most  often  considered 
to  fee  the  “father”  of  the  credit  union  movement  in  the  United 
States.  More  than  any  other  person,  Fiiene  developed  the  credit 
movement  to  the  point  of  self-sufficiency.  Fifone's  belief  was  that 
if  persons  of  good  character  and  modest  means  joined  together  in 
a cooperative  spirit  and  action,  they  could  build  a better  standard 
of  living  and  provide  a practical  solution  to  credit  problems.  It 
was  this  thinking  that  spurred  hint  on  to  facilitate  passage  of  a 
1909  Massachusetts  state  law  recognizing  credit  unions.  In  1921, 
Eilene  set  out  to  further  accelerate  U.S,  credit  union  growth  as  he 
set  up  and  financed  The  Credit  Union  National  Extension  Bureau. 

By  this  time,  credit  unions  had  increased  to  190  in  number,  and 
fey  1934,  2,028  credit  unions  were  established.  On  June  2b  of  that 
year,  President  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt  signed  The  Federal  Credit 
Union  Act.  This  act  enabled  “credit  unions  to  be  organized 
everywhere  in  the  United  States  under  charters  from  the  federal 
government,”  Today  there  are  about  20,000  credit  unions 
nationwide,  with  total  assets  of  approximately  $90  billion. 

Also  in  1934.  The  Credit  Union  National  Association 
ICUNA),  was  established,  which  has  been  responsible  for  the 
growth  of  the  credit  unions  around  the  world. 

The  stamp  honoring  the  50th  anniversary  of  the  credit  union 
was  designed  by  Michael  David  Brown  of  Rockville.  Maryland 
and  was  issued  on  February  10, 1984  in  Salem.  Massachusetts, 
the  birthplace  of  Edward  A.  Fiiene. 


Stamps  printed  by  the  Bwsau  of  Engraving  Printing.  Washington.  DC 


No  Sit  ;e  a sr- 
February  10.1964  / Punts#  m u 


Copyright  W84  United  States  Postal  Service 
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Popular  ABNCo.  Vignette  Used  on 
American  Commemorative  Panel 

by  BARBARA  R.  MUELLER 

On  February  10,  1984,  the  U.S.  Postal  Service  issued  a stamp  to  commemorate  the  50th 
anniversary  of  the  Credit  Union  Act  which  provided  for  the  establishment  of  cooperative 
credit  institutions.  An  “American  Commemorative  Panel’’  was  also  issued  by  the  USPS, 
number  211  in  the  current  series,  using  engraved  vignettes  from  the  archives  of  the  American 
Bank  Note  Co. 

One  of  these,  immediately  above  the  block  of  stamps,  features  a seated  female  figure 
with  sword,  guarding  a U.S.  silver  dollar,  an  anchor  behind  her,  and  a harvest  scene  at  her 
right.  One  use  of  this  vignette  was  on  the  $1  Dubuque  Central  Improvement  Company  of 
Dubuque,  Iowa  note  shown  here  dated  Feb.  1,  1858.  This  note  was  printed  by  Wellstood, 
Hay  & Whiting,  New  York  & Chicago,  one  of  the  seven  concerns  that  “associated”  in  1858 
to  form  the  American  Bank  Note  Co. 

Readers  are  invited  to  identify  other  uses  of  this  vignette  as  well  as  of  the  vignettes  of 
Hermes  holding  a bag  of  coins  and  scattering  coins  on  the  clouds.  The  entire  American 
Commemorative  Panels  series  should  be  a fruitful  field  for  combining  interests  in  paper 
money,  stamps,  and  engraved  vignettes  with  an  eye  toward  winning  the  famous  Blanchard 
Award  of  the  Society  of  Paper  Money  Collectors  given  for  the  best  exhibit  of  same  at  the 
American  Numismatic  Association  annual  conventions. 
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Government  Portraits  and 
Vignettes 

by  JULIAN  BLANCHARD 

(Reprinted  from  Journal  No.  77,  p.  28) 

46th  CONGRESS, 

1st  Session, 


IN  THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

June  5,  1879. 

Read  twice  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Printing. 


AN  ACT 

Relating  to  printing  impressions  from  portraits  and  vignettes. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  at 
the  request  of  a Senator,  Representative,  or  Delegate  in  Congress,  the  head  of  a 
department  or  bureau,  art  association,  or  library,  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  author- 
ized to  furnish  impressions  from  any  portrait  or  vignette  which  is  now,  or  may 
hereafter  be,  a part  of  the  engraved  stock  of  the  Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Print- 
ing: Provided,  That  the  party  or  parties  applying  for  the  same  shall  deposit  in 
advance,  with  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing,  the  cost  price 
of  said  portrait  or  vignette  and  ten  percentum  additional. 

Passed  the  House  of  Representatives  June  5,  1879. 

Attest:  GEO.  M.  ADAMS,  Clerk. 


H.R.  1989. 


n Journal  No.  47,  July,  1955,*  the  writer  had  a little  story  entitled  “Government  Gift 
Books  of  Portraits  and  Vignettes,”  describing  for  the  first  time  those  presentation 

I books  that  were  made  up  occasionally  for  certain  “V. I. P.’s.”  Since  the  publication  of 

that  review  they  have  become  generally  known  simply  as  “Government  Gift  Books”  and  a 
considerable  demand  for  them  has  sprung  up. 

More  recently  we  have  run  across  an  official  copy  of  a proposed  United  States  law 
relating  in  a general  way  to  the  same  subject.  The  purpose  was  to  make  it  possible  to  buy 
copies  of  “any  portrait  or  vignette  which  is  now,  or  may  hereafter  be,  a part  of  the  engraved 
stock  of  the  Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing.”  Just  imagine! 

It  is  stated  that  the  bill  was  passed  by  the  House  of  Representatives  June  5,  1879 
(“Introduced  by  Singleton  in  House”  is  written  across  the  sheet  in  pencil),  and  that  in  the 
Senate  it  was  read  twice  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Printing.  What  was  its  ultimate 
fate  we  are  unable  to  say.  Possibly  some  of  our  readers  can  make  the  necessary  search  and 
find  out.  It  would  be  interesting  to  know. 


* Reprinted  in  Journal  No.  155,  Summer  1982.  See  also  “United  States  Presentation  Book  of  Portraits 
and  Vignettes”  by  Mike  Carter  in  Journal  No.  157. 
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(The  following  Brazer  study,  tirst  published  in  Journal  No.  23,  July  1949,  is  reprinted  verbatim,  with 
his  own,  otten  quaint  system  of  punctuation  and  capitalization  intact,  as  well  as  relevant  catalog 
numbers.  Today  s student  will  want  to  check  out  the  latter  (most  are  still  applicable),  as  well  as  sub- 
sequent literature,  such  as  Brookman’s  works,  for  the  complete  picture.  In  spite  of  the  passage  of  time, 
Brazer  s study  is  still  useful  today  and  it  has  been  chosen  for  reprinting  at  the  express  request  of  a 
member  who  spotted  its  entry  in  the  25-year  index  of  the  Journal.  Readers  with  other  specific  requests 
for  reprinting  are  asked  to  contact  the  Editor.  BRM) 


U.S.  Imperforate  Proofs 
on  Stamp  Paper 

/ 

by  the  Bank  Note  Engraving  Companies 

by  CLARENCE  W.  BRAZER,  D.Sc. 


ngraved  stamp  dies  and  plates  are  generally  impressed  on  delicate  India  paper  which 
when  damp  under  pressure  picks  up  the  ink  from  the  faintest  line  or  dot  on  the  en- 

I graved  plate.  This  thin  hand  made  paper  when  damp  is  very  fragile  and  must  be 

backed  with  soft  cardboard,  called  blotter,  to  withstand  the  rolled  printing  pressure.  The 
“blotter”  also  absorbs  some  of  the  dampness  of  the  paper  which,  after  being  pressed  into 
the  engraving  on  the  die  or  plate,  adheres  to  the  card  backing  without  other  adhesive.  When 
dry  the  India  paper  sometimes  peels,  or  may  generally  be  easily  peeled,  from  the  original 
card  backing  although  it  is  not  wise  to  remove  this  protection.  When  the  India  paper  is 
removed  a colorless  embossing  of  the  engraving  is  generally  visible  on  the  card  backing,  and 
when  the  India  paper  is  exceptionally  thin  the  ink  may  partially  penetrate  the  paper  leaving  a 
faint  colored  impression  on  the  card.  In  a few  rare  instances  these  backings,  after  the  inked 
impression  on  paper  was  removed,  have  been  offered  as  proofs,  but  the  impression  is  not 
clear  and  sharp,  and  is  easily  identified.  Sheets  of  damp  India  paper  as  large  as  a stamp  plate 
are  difficult  to  handle,  but  they  are  used  for  actual  “proofing”  of  the  plate  in  black,  bank 
note  green  or  the  color  selected  for  issue,  and  the  print  is  carefully  examined  under  a magni- 
fier and  any  required  corrections  are  marked  with  a colored  pencil.  India  paper  proofs 
usually  are  made  before  the  stamps  are  printed. 

Proofs  on  soft  cardboard,  or  on  stamp  paper,  are  generally  used  where  color  (and  not 
engraving)  is  important,  and  cardboard  may  be  used  when  it  is  desired  to  prevent  later  use  as 
stamps.  Some  values  of  the  U.S.  1856-60  5c,  24c  and  90c  imperforate  issue  without  gum,  and 
1870,  etc.,  issues  with  gum  and  perforated  were  printed  contemporaneously  as  trial  color 
proofs  on  stamp  paper,  probably  including  the  24c  red-lilac  (37a),  30c  orange  (38a),  30c 
black  (38TC),  and  90c  blue  (39a).  Probably  normal  approved  colors  were  also  proofed,  but 
when  gummed  and  perforated  they  are  difficult  to  identify  from  early  impressions  of  the 
issued  stamps.  Such  proofs  on  stamp  paper  when  properly  gummed  give  a more  accurate 
appearance  of  how  the  issued  stamps  will  look  than  proofs  on  India  paper  or  cardboard,  as, 
due  to  semi-transparency  of  the  paper,  the  color  of  the  gum  alters  the  appearance  of  the 
color  of  the  stamp  ink.  In  England  “Imprimatur”  imperforate  proofs  on  stamp  paper  were 
made  from  1840  onward. 

It  was  probably  for  this  reason  that  from  1883  to  1893  it  was  the  custom  of  the 
American  Bank  Note  Co.,  producers  of  U.S.  Postage  stamps,  to  submit  for  final  approval 
imperforate  sheets  printed  on  stamp  paper  and  gummed.  Probably  the  National  Bank  Note 
Co.  did  likewise,  and  they  even  perforated  some  finished  proofs.  The  1861  3c  (65c)  is  listed 
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in  Scott’s  U.S.  Catalogue  as  an  imperforate  pair  unused.  Also  listed  are  the  3c  lake  (66a), 
and  3c  scarlet  (74a)  which  of  course  was  a proof  not  used  for  postage  either  imperforate  or 
perforated. (') 

The  1867  3c  rose  grilled  all  over  imperforate  (79a),  and  grilled  13  x 16  mm.  (83a),  3c  red 
grilled  9x13  mm.  (94b),  and  1870  3c  green  without  grill  (147c)  are  also  listed  unused  only. 
As  none  of  these  imperforate  pairs  are  known  currently  used  they  are  no  doubt  proofs.  The 
Continental  Bank  Note  Co.  1873  3c  green  with  grill  (158f),  and  without  grill  (158g),  1875  2c 
vermillion  (178a),  and  the  American  Bank  Note  Co.  1879  3c  green  (184a)  and  90c  carmine 
(191b)  are  also  cataloged  imperforate  in  unused  condition  only.  From  1883  to  1893  nearly 
every  stamp  is  cataloged  or  noted  imperforate  unused  only,  except  for  the  1887  2c  green 
which  is  listed  also  used,  and  except  the  1887  3c  vermillion  and  1888  4c  carmine  which  are 
not  listed  imperforate.  I have  been  told  that  about  1930  a stamp  collector  was  shown  in  the 
private  office  of  the  Wanamaker  Store  in  Philadelphia  a complete  set  of  panes  of  the  1893 
Columbian  issue  imperforate  and  gummed,  and  these  are  probably  still  in  that  safe!  There  is 
also  a set  of  1893  imperforate  pairs  in  the  B.  K.  Miller  Collection  in  the  New  York  Public 
Library. 


The  1890  Issue 

In  1889  when  John  Wanamaker  was  Postmaster  General  and  the  1890  issue  was  in  con- 
templation, trial  color  die  proofs  of  each  denomination  lc  to  90c  then  current  were  made  in 
six  colors  on  cardboard  and  on  India  paper,  and  colors  were  selected  from  which  the 
“sample  a’’  overprinted  trial  color  stamps,  perforated  and  gummed  were  printed  and 
attached  in  strips  of  five  to  the  second  specifications  issued  to  bidders  for  the  1890  contract. 
The  exact  hues  and  shades  of  the  2c,  4c  and  5c  and  color  of  the  6c  were  apparently  not 
finally  selected  until  plate  proofs  imperforate  on  stamp  paper  gummed  were  submitted  for 
final  approval. 

In  John  N.  Luff’s  “Postage  Stamps  of  the  United  States,’’  written  about  1900,  on  page 
165  we  read ; 

“While  this  issue  was  being  prepared,  proofs  were  made,  from  plates  of  the  two,  four  and  five 
cents  in  a variety  of  shades  which  closely  approach  those  of  the  issued  stamps.  There  were  five  shades 
of  the  two  cents,  eleven  of  the  four  cents  and  thirteen  of  the  five  cents.  These  proofs  are  on  the  regular 
paper,  gummed  and  finished  except  that  they  are  not  perforated.  There  would  be  no  occasion  for 
mentioning  them,  were  it  not  that  they  are  occasionally  offered  for  sale  as  imperforate  varieties  of  the 
issued  stamps  and  collectors  should  be  informed  of  their  true  character.” 

Mr.  Luff  does  not  mention  the  14  colors  of  the  six  cents,  and  he  makes  no  mention  of 
all  the  other  values  in  normal  color  on  stamp  paper  imperforate  and  gummed.  It  is  now 
known  that  two  sets  of  panes  of  100  of  each  denomination  of  these  proofs  in  normal  and 
trial  colors  were  submitted  to  the  P.  M.  G.  for  final  approval  and  one  set  of  approved 
normal  colors  kept  in  the  P.  O.  D.  files.  Illustrations  of  large  blocks  from  the  other  one  of 
these  sets  in  normal  colors  with  the  P.  M.  G.  inscribed  approvals  on  the  sheet  margins  are 
illustrated  in  the  J.  C.  Morgenthau  & Co.,  Inc.  Auction  Sale  Catalog  of  those  sold  July  13, 
1944.  I saw  this  second  large  lot,  including  the  trial  colors,  in  June,  1937.  The  color  names 
are  those  given  in  the  P.  O.  D.  Announcement  of  February  19,  1890. 

lc  ultramine-blue  “Approved  for  color  2/4/90/PMG” 

2c  carmine  (lake)  “Design  & color  approved  PMG/1/18/90” 

3c  purple  “#3  Approved  for  color  2/4/90/PMG” 

6c  light  maroon  “#14  Approved  for  color  2/24/90/PMG” 

10c  milori  green  “Color  Approved  2/8/90/PMG” 

15c  deep  blue  “Approved  2/8/90  for  color  PMG” 
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30c  black  "Approved  for  color  2/8/90/PMG” 

90c  orange  "Approved  for  color  2/8/90/PMG” 

The  Announcement  color  of  the  4c  was  “velvet  brown”  and  of  the  5c  “light  brown.” 

All  the  above  denomination  stamps  were  issued  February  22,  1 890.(2) 

The  P.  O.  D.  announcement  of  the  “New  Series  of  Adhesive  Postage  Stamps”  is  dated 
February  19,  1890,  and  after  describing  the  designs  of  each  denomination,  except  the  8 cents 
which  was  not  issued  until  March  21,  1893, (2)  states  — 

"The  issue  of  the  new  four  and  five  cents  stamps  will  be  delayed  for  a short  period  on  account  of 
the  difficulty  experienced  in  producing  acceptable  portraits  of  Lincoln  and  Grant.  It  is  expected, 
however,  that  the  new  series  will  be  completed  by  the  issue  of  these  two  denominations  in  March.” 

These  four  cents  and  five  cents  stamps  were  issued  June  2,  1890.(2)  One  four  cents  die 
essay  of  Lincoln  facing  left  and  four  five  cents  die  essays  of  Grant  facing  left  are  illustrated 
in  “Essays  for  U.S.  Adhesive  Postage  Stamps”  by  Clarence  W.  Brazer,  1941;  one  has 
engraved  under  it  “ESSAY  MARCH-1890.”  which  is  also  the  date  engraved  upon  the  essay 
for  the  later  accepted  design  facing  right. 

Distribution  of  the  1890  Proofs 

C.  F.  Rothfus  prepared  for  the  P.  O.  D.  their  exhibit  at  the  1893  Columbian  Exposition 
in  Chicago.  As  there  was  no  appropriation  for  his  services,  as  with  F.  Trifet  in  1 876, (3)  he 
was  paid  with  proofs  from  the  P.  O.  D.  files.  It  is  possible,  although  we  have  no  such  defi- 
nite information,  that  he  thus  obtained  some  of  these  1890  imperforates.  The  Metropolitan 
Philatelist  for  December,  1896  lists  the  complete  set  of  12  imperforate  pairs  in  normal  colors 
at  $15  each,  including  the  2c  lake  and  2c  carmine. 

About  1895,  Dr.  J.  A.  Petrie,  a stamp  dealer  of  Phillipsburg,  N.  J.,  of  unsavory  reputa- 
tion, distributed  a printed  circular  of  which  I have  a copy.  He  then  offered  (without  stating 
the  quantity  available)  the  “U.S.  1890  Set,  1 cent  to  90  cents,  imperforated”  in  pairs  and 
blocks  of  four  stating  they  “were  sent  by  error  (in  this  condition)”  — “to  the  P.  M.,  at 
Kansas  City,  Mo.,  and  by  him  returned  to  the  3rd  Assis’t  P.  M.  Gen’l,  at  Washington, 
where  all  but  a few,  these  are  of  the  lot,  were  saved  from  the  mascerating  vat  of  the  Depart- 
ment.” This  story  is  doubtful.  In  view  of  later  information  they  were  probably  from  the 
P.  O.  D.  set  of  panes,  the  remainder  of  which  eventually  went  to  the  Smithsonian  Museum. 
Dr.  Petrie’s  circular  is  here  quoted. 

1 Card  of  trial  proofs  containing  11  varying  shades  of  the  4 cent,  and  13  varying  shades  of  the  5 
cent  of  1890,  all  unperforated.  Under  the  selected  color  an  endorsement  by  the  P.  M.  Gen’l.  Price  of 
this  card  with  24  unperforated  specimens  $50.  These  are  not  stamped  “Samples.” 


1 Set  of  10  of  all  values  1880  issue,  trial  proofs,  stamped  “Sample,”  Price  of  this  set $10.00 

1 Set  of  the  same  stamps,  stamped  "Sample  A”  but  printed  in  the  colors  of  the  1890  issue 15.00 

1 Set  of  1 890  Bank  Note  Co.  Die  Proofs 10.00 

On  large  card  boards,  7x9  inches,  incomplete,  no  4,  5,  or  6 cents. 


From  this  it  appears  that  Dr.  Petrie  had  the  4 cents  and  5 cents  “Under  the  selected 
color  an  endorsement  by  the  P.  M.  Gen’l”  which  were  missing  from  the  Morgenthau  lot 
listed  above.  As  one  shade  of  both  the  4 cents  and  5 cents  was  approved  color,  there  are 
therefore  10  trial  colors  of  the  4 cents  and  12  trial  colors  of  the  5 cents. 

About  1914  the  P.  O.  D.  turned  over  to  the  Smithsonian  Institution  in  Washington  its 
collection  of  stamps  and  proofs  and  J.  B.  Leavy  was  engaged  as  Philatelist.  He  mounted  the 
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collection  for  exhibition  and  prepared  a very  studious  catalog  of  stamps  and  proofs  in  nor- 
mal colors,  which  was  published  in  1919  as  “Bulletin  105/Smithsonian  Institution/United 
States  National  Museum.”  The  Government  collection  was  not  complete,  so  after  saving 
three  copies  of  each  for  the  Smithsonian  Museum  he  was  permitted  to  trade  remaining 
duplicates  with  stamp  dealers  in  order  to  complete  the  Museum  collection  for  exhibition 
purposes.  He  “found  in  the  lot  a number  of  1890  imperforates  which  had  been  in  the 
possession  of  the  Post  Office  for  a number  of  years.”  — “Of  the  1890  series,  imperforate, 
56  complete  sets  in  all  were  exchanged  and  as  far  as  we  have  observed  these  were  all  cut  up 
into  blocks  of  four,  and  pairs,  vertical  and  horizontal.  Of  the  higher  denominations  we  do 
not  recall  ever  seeing  a piece  larger  than  a block  of  four.”  — “The  8c  is  much  the  more 
difficult  of  the  lower  denominations  to  obtain. ”(4)  “Frequently  seen  are  2c  imperforates, 
printed  on  stamp  paper,  but  without  gum  and  somewhat  discolored.”  — “They  evidently 
became  tightly  stuck  together  and  all  show  a marked  offsetting  of  the  color  on  the  backs 
of  the  stamps.  (5) 

The  second  lot  of  panes  (there  were  only  30  of  the  one  cent)  that  were  sold  by  J.  C. 
Morgenthau  & Co.,  Inc.  beginning  in  1937  did  not  contain  the  trial  colors  of  the  two  cents, 
four  or  five  cents  denominations  but  did  contain  the  14  trial  color  panes  of  the  six  cents 
(including  the  approved  color). 

Nine  of  these  trial  color  panes  of  the  six  cents  had  the  lower  right  corner  proof  missing 
and  these  corner  copies  had  all  been  in  my  reference  collection  for  many  years  prior  to  1937. 
All  these  panes  seen  in  1937  were  more  or  less  stuck  together  and  many  of  the  designs  were 
thinned  on  the  face  or  back  in  the  separation  of  the  panes.  The  90  cents  was  a block  of  only 
33  so  that  fewer  very  fine  copies  are  available. (6)  These  panes  of  100  were  cut  up  and  large 
blocks,  blocks  of  four,  horizontal  and  vertical  pairs  were  sold  from  time  to  time.  Those 
remaining  were  sold  in  the  Morgenthau  Auction  Sale  of  July  13,  1944,  including  the 
approved  and  dated  large  blocks  listed  above. 

The  two  cents  plates  contained  400  designs  (Luff  tells  us  about  a few  late  plates  of  only 
200),  and  I now  have  a two  cents  complete  sheet  of  400  plate  proofs  in  carmine  on  card- 
board. There  are  therefore  twice  as  many  of  the  2c  as  of  the  higher  values  which  had  only 
200  to  the  plate. 


1894-5  Plate  Proofs  on  Stamp  Paper, 

Imperforate,  Gummed 

Scotts’  U.S.  Catalogue  lists  the  1894  unwatermarked  3c  (253a),  4c  (254a),  5c  (255b),  10c 
(258a),  as  imperforate  pairs  not  regularly  issued,  hence  they  are  proofs. 

The  entire  1895  issue  (264  to  278)  with  watermark,  in  imperforate  pairs,  are  similarly 
listed  and  priced,  but  without  even  a minor  variety  letter.  We  understand  this  set  of  panes  of 
100  was  exchanged  by  favor  for  perforated  panes.  At  the  time  these  panes  were  made  the  10c 
was  not  in  production  and  the  10c  Special  Delivery  (E5a)  was  substituted  until  at  a later  date 
the  10c  was  made  and  exchanged  for  a perforated  pane.  That  seems  to  end  the  U.S.  imper- 
forate plate  proofs  on  stamp  paper  gummed,  that  were  not  regularly  issued  “as  evidence  of 
prepayment  of  postage.”  The  Postage  Due  1879  10c  (J5a)  and  the  complete  set  of  1891  — lc 
to  50c  bright  claret  (422  to  428)  are  however  also  listed  as  unused  imperforate  pairs  without  a 
minor  variety  letter  and  with  a note  that  they  were  not  regularly  issued,  hence  these  are  also 
proofs.  The  1894  lc  (J31a)  is  also  listed  and  priced  as  an  imperforate  pair. 
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List  of  1890  Plate  Proofs  on  Stamp  Paper, 
Imperforate,  Gummed 

Letters  and  numbers  preceding  color  numbers  are  A.  B.  N.  Co.  records. 


219P5.  1 Cent,  Plate  No.  14. 

50  k/1  dim  dark  m.  blue 

219D-TC5.  2 Cents,  Plate  No.  1. 

1 -/I  dim  red 

1 i/1  dim  deep  red 

Exists  without  gum 


5 j/o  deep  o-o-red 
7 i/o  deep  r-orange 


219D-P5. 

1 k/o  dark  red,  Approved  color. 
Exists  without  gum 

220P5. 


1 j/o  v.  deep  red,  Penciled  “April” 
221P5.  3 Cents,  Plate  No.  21. 

65  k/1  dim  dark  r-r-violet 


222TC5. 

4 Cents. 

C 

5 

m/1  dim  dusky  o-o-red 

H 

9 

m/1  dim  dusky  o-r-orange 

B 

11 

m/o  dusky  orange 

A 

11 

n/2  dull  v.  dusky  orange 

D 

13 

1/1  dim  v.  dark  o-y-orange 

I 

13 

1/2  dull  v.  dark  o-y-orange 

E 

13 

m/3  dismal  dusky  o-y-orange 

J 

13 

n/1  dim  v.  dusky  o-y-orange 

K 

13 

n/2  dull  v.  dusky  o-y-orange 

G 

13 

n/3  dismal  v.  dusky  o-y-orange 

222P5. 

F 

13 

m/2  dull  dusky  o-y-orange. 

223TC5. 

Approved  Color. 

5 Cents. 

C 

5 

m/1  dim  dusky  o-o-red 

G 

11 

1/1  dim  v.  dark  orange 

B 

11 

m/o  dusky  orange 

K 

13 

m/2  dull  dusky  o-y-orange 

A 

13 

m/3  dismal  dusky  o-y-orange 

M 

14 

m/2  dull  dusky  m.  o-y-orange 

I 

15 

m/1  dim  dusky  y-orange 

J 

15 

m/2  dull  dusky  y-orange 

H 

15 

n/1  dim  v.  dusky  y-orange 

F 

15 

n/2  dull  v.  dusky  y-orange 

L 

16 

m/2  dull  dusky  m.  y-orange 

E 

17 

n/2  dull  v.  dusky  y-y-orange 

223P5. 

D 

13 

m/o  dusky  o-y-orange, 

Approved  color. 


224TC5.  6 Cents,  Plate  No.  23. 

These  trial  colors  are  attractive 
#6  3 h/o  m.  deep  o-red 

3 k/o  dark  o-red 
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#5 

#17 

#11 

#10 

#18 

#9 

#3 

#7 

#15 

224P5. 

5 

225P5. 

59 

226P5. 

39 

227P5. 

47 

228P5. 

69 

229P5. 

11 


3 m/o  dusky  o-red  (no  gum) 

5 i/o  m.  deep  o-o-red 
5 m/4  smoky  dusky  o-o-red 
9 m/o  dusky  o-r-orange 
13  m/2  dull  dusky  o-y-orange 
17  i/o  deep  y-y-orange 
17  m/3  dismal  dusky  y-y-orange 
19  n/3  dismal  v.  dusky  o-yellow 
21  m/3  dismal  dusky  o-y-yellow 
23  m/2  dull  dusky  yellow 
65  k/3  dismal  dark  r-r-violet 

k/1  dim  dark  o-o-red,  Approved 
color.  #13 

8 Cents. 

m/2  dull  dusky  violet 

10  Cents. 

n/1  dim  v.  dusky  b-green 
15  Cents,  Plate  No.  22. 
n/2  dull  v.  dusky  g-b-blue 
30  Cents,  Plate  No.  24. 
o/5  black 
90  Cents, 
i/o  deep  orange 


Conclusion 

As  all  the  above  mentioned  imperforates  printed  on  stamp  paper  gummed,  are  known 
and  listed  only  in  unused  mint  condition,  it  is  apparent  that  they  are  all  proofs  that  were  not 
regularly  issued  stamps  “as  evidence  of  prepayment  of  postage.”  We  urge  Scott’s  Catalogue 
to  transfer  them  from  the  Stamp  section  to  the  Proof  Section  of  the  U.S.  Catalogue, 
especially  where  the  evidence  is  clear,  and  that  collectors  so  consider  them. 


(')  See  Journal  No.  2,  page  85. 

(2)  According  to  Scott’s  U.S.  Catalogue. 

(3)  See  Journal  No.  21,  page  17. 

(4)  “U.S.  1890  Imperforates”  by  Philip  H.  Ward,  Jr.,  in  Mekeel’s  May  20,  1935,  June  3,  1944. 

(5)  “189  Imperforates”  by  George  B.  Sloane  in  Stamps  June  3,  1944. 

(6)  These  were  advertised  for  sale  in  Scott’s  Monthly  Journal,  August,  1937. 
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Swedish  ‘‘Essays  on  Stamps” 

Leading  up  to  the  1986  edition  of  “Stockholmia,”  the  international  philatelic  exhibition 
held  in  Sweden  periodically,  that  country  issued  in  1983  a miniature  sheet  of  four  stamp- 
images  (Scott  1462-1465).  The  two  imperfs  reproduced  are  essays  of  the  10  ore  Oscar  II 
stamps  in  letterpress  and  line  engraving  (called  copper  print)  and  the  two  perforated  designs 
reproduced  are  the  issued  versions  (Scott  types  A7  and  A 10  respectively).  All  the  original  en- 
gravings were  by  Max  Mirowsky.  The  newly  issued  sheet  was  engraved  by  Arne  Wallhorn. 

According  to  the  Swedish  Post  Office’s  Philatelic  Bulletin,  13  essays  were  presented  for 
the  10  ore  letterpress  stamp  of  1885,  of  which  seven  were  drawings  and  six  were  actual  en- 
gravings. The  earliest  copper  print  was  essayed  in  1884,  nearly  identical  to  the  letterpress 
design.  At  that  time  it  soon  became  evident  that  the  copper  print  technique,  new  to  Sweden 
in  this  context,  would  gradually  replace  the  old  letterpress  methods.  One  of  the  reasons  for 
the  change  was  that  fine  detail  could  not  be  reproduced  in  letterpress.  The  chiseled  features 
of  a portrait  were  almost  impossible  to  print  in  stamp  format  with  the  old  method.  New  sug- 
gestions for  copper  print  stamps  were  thus  produced  by  the  foremost  of  the  private  stamp 
producers  for  the  Post  Office— Jacob  Bagge’s  Banknote  Printing  Works.  The  first  copper 
print  stamp  was  issued  on  watermarked  paper  with  the  denomination  5 ore  on  March 
25,  1891. 

Max  Mirowsky  (1858-1939)  was  employed  at  the  Jacob  Bagge  firm  from  1881  to  1899. 
He  was  responsible  for  many  of  the  rejected  designs  as  well  as  for  all  of  the  approved  essays 
for  the  first  Swedish  portrait  stamps  in  the  respective  printing  method.  Copper  print  was 
later  replaced  by  another  intaglio  technique,  steel  print. 

In  an  interview  printed  in  the  Philatelic  Bulletin,  Arne  Wallhorn  was  asked  if  he  had 
ever  been  given  the  task  of  engraving  already  issued  designs  before.  He  replied  in  the  nega- 
tive, adding  that  the  job  was  “fun  and  stimulating.  He  said  that  he  adjusted  himself  to 
Mirowsky’s  technique  easily  because  the  earlier  engraver’s  ideas  of  how  to  put  down  lines 
corresponded  well  with  his  own.  Commenting  that  Mirowsky  had  a fine,  timeless  style,  he 
made  the  significant  statement  that  “in  general,  I think  we  have  a great  deal  to  learn  from 
the  stamps  of  bygone  times.  Mirowsky’s  Oscar  II  stamps  feel  like  valuable  papers,  much 
more  than  our  stamps  do  today.” 
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French  Cartoonist  Honored  With  Stamp 

On  Oct.  15,  1983,  the  French  government  honored  the  distinguished  and  controversial 
cartoonist  Jean  Effel  with  one  of  his  drawings  showing  the  traditional  Marianne  in  a postal 
mood  on  a large  commemorative. 

Jean  Effel  was  born  as  Francois  Lejeune  in  1908.  In  the  period  between  the  world  wars 
he  worked  for  such  notable  papers  as  Paris-Soir,  Marianne,  and  the  satirical  Canard 
Enchaine.  Later  he  worked  at  both  ends  of  the  political  spectrum,  drawing  for  Le  Figaro 
Litteraire  and  L’Humanit&  (the  communist  party’s  newspaper).  Among  his  work  for  book 
illustrations  was  an  edition  of  La  Fontaine’s  Fables.  He  was  awarded  the  Croix  de  Guerre  in 
1945  and  was  made  an  honorary  member  of  the  Academy  of  Fine  Arts  of  the  U.S.S.R. 
in  1976. 

An  enlargement  of  the  central  design  of  the  stamp  was  reproduced  on  the  cover  of  a 
program  issued  by  the  Musee  de  la  Poste  for  a special  exhibition  of  Effel’s  work.  It  is  shown 
here  courtesy  of  R.  G.  Stone. 


Dealer  Publishes  List  of  Modern  French  Proofs 

The  field  of  modern  French  proofs  has  been  the  victim  of  much  incorrect  information  spread  by 
dealers  in  their  lists.  However,  one  such  list  has  come  to  hand  recently  which  is  notable  for  its  accuracy. 
It  is  published  by  Pierre  Wertheimer,  doing  business  as  France  International.  Called  “An  Introduction 
to  Modern  Proofs  of  the  French  Area,”  it  has  a clear,  elementary  description  of  the  different  types  of 
proofs,  imperfs,  and  de  luxe  sheets.  This  full-color  illustrated  brochure  is  available  from  Mr.  Wert- 
heimer at  P.O.  Box  1568,  Fort  Lee,  NJ  07024. 
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“Promotional  Banknotes”  by  James  Douglas 

a review  by  BARBARA  R.  MUELLER 

A chance  conversation  with  Gene  Hessler  led  me  to  this  mimeographed  booklet  con- 
sisting of  24  pages,  8 x 1 1 Vi  inches,  printed  on  one  side  of  each  leaf  only.  It  is  made  avail- 
able to  American  collectors  through  the  courtesy  of  Yasha  Beresiner  of  Intercol  London,  1 A 
Camden  Walk,  Islington  Green,  London  N1  8DY  for  $10  including  postage. 

The  work  is  devoted  to  what  the  author  calls  promotional  banknotes  of  Bradbury,  Wil- 
kinson & Co.,  Ltd.  (a  subsidiary  of  American  Bank  Note)  and  Waterlow  & Sons  Ltd.  of  the 
past  50  years.  My  interest  in  these  items  was  aroused  by  the  acquisition  of  what  Mr.  Douglas 
classifies  as  a type  E note  of  Waterlows  at  London  1980  and  which  I describe  in  Journal  147. 
The  Waterlows  run  from  type  A to  O,  the  Bradbury,  Wilkinsons  from  A to  I.  In  many  cases 
there  are  several  different  colors  listed  and  in  a few  instances  some  minor  variations  in  in- 
scription. Both  front  and  back  (where  a printed  back  was  used)  are  illustrated,  albeit  the 
printing  process  does  not  yield  the  best  reproductions  of  these  designs. 

I do  not  know  the  story  behind  this  publication;  it  appears  to  be  a private  printing  of  an 
uncopyrighted  monograph.  In  the  introduction  the  author  defines  promotional  banknotes, 
what  have  been  called  printers’  advertising  notes  or  salesman’s  samples.  He  points  out  that 
they  are  not  merely  essays  or  unadopted  designs.  He  also  separates  them  from  earlier  promo- 
tional notes  produced  by  Waterlow.  Those  were  printings  from  actual  plates  for  regular 
issues,  for  the  most  part  in  colors  different  from  issued  notes,  and  overprinted  “Waterlow  & 
Sons  Ltd.  Specimen  Note.  Of  No  Value.’’  In  the  past  these  have  been  incorrectly  described 
as  specimens  or  color  trials. 

Philatelists  are  justified  in  collecting  these  items,  too,  because  both  concerns,  in  the 
designs  of  the  “notes,”  billed  themselves  as  producers  of  “bank  notes,  postage  stamps, 
bonds,  and  all  monetary  documents”  (Bradbury,  Wilkinson)  and  “bank  notes,  bonds, 
stamps  and  all  other  high  class  securities,  treasury  note  and  postage  stamp  printers  to  the 
British  government”  (Waterlow). 

The  various  designs  are  quite  elaborate,  since  the  designers  and  engravers  had  broad 
latitude  in  their  production.  The  result  is  a colorful  group  of  engravings  that  demonstrate 
changing  tastes  in  bank  note  design.  Bradbury,  Wilkinson  used  portraits  of  King  Charles  I, 
Queen  Elizabeth  I,  Lord  Nelson,  William  Hogarth,  Charles  Dickens  and  various  Dickensian 
characters.  Waterlow  showed  their  own  Sidney  Waterlow  and  Sir  Philip  H.  Waterlow,  as 
well  as  King  George  III,  Robert  Burns,  and  a yeoman  warder  of  the  Tower  of  London. 

This  modest  little  booklet  is  a splendid  starting  point  for  anyone  looking  for  a different 
syngraphic/philatelic  subject  to  collect. 


BEP  Changes  Its  Terminology  for  the  “Eagle  Plate  Proof” 

In  Journal  162,  on  page  85,  attention  was  called  to  the  misuse  of  the  word  “proof”  by 
the  Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing  in  connection  with  the  “eagle”  design  print  produced 
on  an  antique  spider  press  at  various  philatelic  and  numismatic  shows.  At  the  ANA  conven- 
tion in  Detroit  in  1984,  a release  handed  out  at  the  site  of  the  BEP  display  referred  to  “the 
intaglio  print.”  Nowhere  was  it  called  a proof.  However,  a sign  by  the  press  still  used 

the  word. 

The  release  also  noted  that  387  of  the  blue  eagle  prints  were  sold  at  the  Memphis  '84 
paper  money  show  and  2,025  of  the  brown  version  at  the  Florida  United  Numismatists  con- 
vention and  through  the  mail. 
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An  Ecuador  Essay  in  Search  of  an  Identity 

by  BARBARA  R.  MUELLER 

For  several  years  under  the  title  “Latin-American  Essays  in  Search  of  An  Identity,”  we 
have  been  showing  drawings  by  a mystery  artist  for  American  Bank  Note  Company  done  for 
issues  of  various  countries  of  the  Americas.  Now  George  Alevizos  comes  with  a photograph  of 
a Latin-American  essay  of  a different  sort,  but  its  artist  is  unknown,  too. 

The  drawing  obviously  was  done  for  the  top  denomination  of  Ecuador’s  1930-31  Inde- 
pendence Centenary  issue  printed  in  intaglio  by  Waterlows.  It  appears  to  be  identical  to  the 
issued  stamp  and  is  initialled  by  a “BW”  on  14/7  with  the  memo  “Wording  OK”.  I have  not 
personally  seen  the  drawing  but  from  the  photo  it  appears  to  have  been  by  ink  and  wash  or 
colored  pencil.  The  lettering  is  remarkably  uniform  and  regular,  so  much  so  that  this  essay 
might  be  called  a model. 
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Secretary’s  Report 

by  DAVID  E.  McGUIRE,  Secretary 
RD  #4,  Colonial  Drive,  Katonah,  NY  10536 

Members  Admitted 

1657  Manning,  Warren  J.,  3400  E.  Second  St.,  #437,  Benicia,  CA  94510 
(US  19th  Century  & Literature)  by  Robert  Hegland 

1658  Burega,  Paul  M.,  1 Pleasant  Bay,  Winnipeg,  Manitoba  R2K  0C9,  Canada 
(Newfoundland  & BNA)  by  Robert  H.  Pratt 

Members  Reinstated  — Incorrectly  Reported  as  Dropped 

1487  Mule,  Joseph  Jr.  957  Simons,  Edgar 


Resignations 


1646  Beers,  Edward  F.,  Jr.  1648  Fosbery,  John 

1594  Jordan,  James  J.  200  Simons,  C.  Dewar 

1512  Worley,  John  F. 


Change  of  Address 

1590  Benjamin,  Frederick  A.,  to  326  21st  St.,  Ogden,  UT  84401 
1647  Mosby,  Carletta  E.,  to  26941  Sidney  Dr.,  Apt.  70,  Euclid,  OH  44132 
892  Beebe,  Aubrey  E.,  to  P.O.  Box  4289,  Omaha,  NE  68104 
1633  Larson,  Robert  J.,  to  10525  Crown  Rd.,  Franklin  Park,  IL  60131 
1581  Colby,  John  R.,  to  B-12  Juniper  East,  Yarmouth,  ME  04096 


COMPREHENSIVE  STOCK  OF 

U.S.  (and  few  B.N.A.)  ESSAYS 

(especially  1851-57,  1869  and  Banknotes) 
and  PROOFS  (including  Trial  Colors) 
and  SPECIMEN  Overprints 
Available  to  you  an  approval 
Your  specific  want  list  appreciated. 

Installment  Payment  Terms  If  Desired 
(No  Interest  or  Carrying  Charges) 

JACK  E.  MOLESWORTH,  INC. 

88  BEACON  STREET 

SPA  BOSTON,  MASS.  02108  APS 
CSA  Phone  (617)  523-2522  EPS 
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FOR  THE  DISCERNING 
COLLECTOR  AND  VENDOR 


Proofs  and  Specimen  Stamps 


POSTAL  HISTORY  AND  SPECIALISED 
MATERIAL  OF  ALL  COUNTRIES 
CO  VERS  FINE  STAMPS 


WHEN  IN  LONDON  VISIT  OUR  SHOWROOMS  AND  OFFICES. 


ENQUIRIES  ARE  INVITED-ENSURE  THAT  YOUR  NAME  AND 
INTEREST  ARE  RECORDED  IN  OUR  REGISTER  OF  SPECIALISTS. 


IF  YOU  ARE  CONSIDERING  SELLING  YOU  WOULD  BE  WELL  ADVISED  TO 
CONSULT  US.  WE  ARE  RECOGNISED  LEADING  BUYERS  OF  ALL  TYPES 
OF  PHILATELIC  MATERIAL  AND  OUR  VALUATION  SERVICES  ARE 
RENOWNED— BOTH  FOR  STAMPS  AND  POSTAL  HISTORY— AND 
WHETHER  YOU  ARE  CONSIDERING  DISPOSAL  OF  EITHER  PART  OR  THE 
WHOLE  OF  YOUR  COLLECTION,  OR  INDEED  IF  YOU  HAVE  AN  AC- 
CUMULATION OR  MAKE  AN  ORIGINAL  ‘FIND’  YOU  ARE  INVITED  TO  SEEK 
OUR  ADVICE.  PAYMENTS  ARE  IMMEDIATE  ON  ACCEPTANCE  OF  OUR 
EXPERTS’  ASSESSMENT  AND  YOU  ARE  ASSURED  OF  A SPEEDY  AND 
PLEASANT  TRANSACTION. 


Our  services  are  recognised  by  the  Legal  Profession  for  PROBATE  purposes  and  by  Lloyds 
and  Eagle  Star  amongst  other  leading  companies  for  INSURANCE  assessments. 

Remember  it  is  in  your  interest  to  deal  with  EXPERTS  and  our  reputation  is  your  best 

guarantee  of  complete  satisfaction. 

A *4 rqyll  Etkin  LiMiieA 

55  NEW  BOND  STREET,  LONDON  W1Y  9DG 
Telephone:  01-499  1781/2 
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Proofs  and  Essays  a Specialty 


We  know  the  field 
We  know  the  market 
We  have  the  material 


Die  Proofs. ..Plate  Proofs 
Trial  Color  Proofs.. .Atlantas 
Regular  Issues. ..Back  Of 
The  Book...  Essays 


Attendance  at  Most  Major 
Philatelic  Events 
Philip  T.  Bansner... 

Albert  F.  Chang 
William  T.  Crowe... 

Steven  J.  Rosen 


Vu?/ 

THE  EMPIRE  GROUP,  INC. 
P.O.  BOX  2529 
WEST  LAWN,  PA  19609 
(215)  678-5000 
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Sooner  or  later — 
you  will  probably  .give 
consideration  to  the  sale 
of  your  collection.  When 
you  do,  why  not  contact  a 
leader  in  your  field.  . . . 


700  SPRINGMILL  STREET  /] 
MANSFIELD,  OHIO  44903  V-/ 


ESSAYS  & PROOFS 


feature  regularly  in  R.L.  auctions  and  we  probably  sell  more  of  this  class  of 
philatelic  fascination  than  any  other  firm. 


Sometimes  we  have  a problem  for  which  an  explanation  is  not  obvious,  and 
we  illustrate  such  a conundrum. 

It  is  an  offset  print  of  the  Great  Britain  Id  die  I lettered  AA  from  plate  168 
showing  the  top  of  the  stamp  underneath  but  no  trace  of  AB,  the  hori- 
zontal neighbour.  The  paper  is  thick  and  on  the  reverse  is  a fine  ivory  head 
in  the  normal  position. 

There  are  two  possible  solutions  that  occur  to  us.  For  some  reason  Perkins, 
Bacon  took  a proof  of  the  vertical  row  before  laying  down  the  vertical  B 
row. 

The  alternative  is  that  when  the  imprimatur  sheet  was  stuck  in  the  registra- 
tion book  it  took  some  gum  on  the  face  and  in  consequence  stuck  to  the 
facing  page.  The  surface  abrasions  suggest  this  possibility  but  this  leaves 
the  ivory  head  to  complicate  matters. 

Do  you  have  the  imprimatur  168  AA? 

If  so  please  let  us  know. 


ROBSON  LOWE  AT  CHRISTIES 

47  Duke  St.,  St.  James’s,  London,  SW1Y  6QX 

Cables:  “Stamps  London  SW1”  Telex:  916429 


HARMERS 

INTERNATIONAL 


WHEN  YOU  ARE  READY  TO  SELL 

...HARMERS  MAKES  THAT 
IMPORTANT  DIFFERENCE 

The  expertise  of  the  Harmer  professional  staffs  in  New  York, 

San  Francisco,  and  London,  if  added  up,  would  total  approximately 
400  years! 


Your  stamps  will  know  the  difference.  And  so  will  you 
when  the  Harmer  know-how  brings  you  top  return 
for  your  single  rarities  or  collections. 


Send  for  our  free  brochure  “Philatelic  Selling” 
which  describes  the  comprehensive  services 
available  from  Harmers.  Then,  should  you 
have  any  questions  regarding  our 
Auction,  Private  Treaty,  or  outright  *VV/ 
sale,  call,  in  New  York,  our 
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